To, Dated: 30/12/2024
The State Information Commissioner

West Bengal Information Commission

11A, Mirza Galib Street,

Khadya Bhavan, Kolkata - 700087

Sub: First Appeal under RTI Act, 2005 against rejection of
RTT application from SPIO Respected

Sir / Ma’am,

This is the appeal against the decision of State Public Information Officer (SPIO), Office of the Registrar
of Firms, Societies and Non-Trading Corporations, West Bengal, DJ-10, 2nd Floor, WBIIDC Head Office Building,
Sector 1I, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700091, who rejected my/our RTI application dated 12/12/2024, Memo No. 673-RFS.
Stating reason under Section-6(1) of the RTI Act, 2005. “A person who desires to obtain any information under this act
shall make a request”. So only one person is requested to apply for the information and not more there than one at a time.
And asked to apply again. (attached copy)

Because I have came across the CIC judgement where it is clearly stated that more than one person can
apply to obtain the information through RTI and such application cannot be rejected (File No.CIC/LS/A/2013/000706 &
Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2010/001429/8585).

I humbly request youto review the SPIO’s decision and direct them to provide the
information requested in my/our RTI application dated 26/12/2024, considering the abovepoints
and the spirit of the RTI Act, 2005.

I along with 37 flat flat-owners approached to the Registrar of Societies the written complaint against the
present governing-body of our society. Who are going in illegal manner, fraudulent, throwing threatening body languages,
misusing the signatures of the flat-owners as per their choices, manipulations of our money, forcefully imposing their
unwanted illegal decisions on the flat-owners etc. against the “Memorandum of Association” since last six (6)years.

Group of ladies of our society also filed a written complaint against them. But the Registrar has not
taken any proper action irrespective of that the Registrar has not provided us the copy of reply of the opposite party since
August, 2024, even after verbal repeated writtenrequest.

Hope you will do the needful. I will be highly obliged.

Thanking you,

2
wini Prasad Chowdhry

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
Block - C2, Flat-301,

349 Sonarpur Station Road

Kolkata 700150

Email: ashwini.prasad 13 @ gmail.com
Mobile: 98049 79622 '

Enclosed:

1. Rejected RTI Application 12/12/2024 (received 16/12/2024)
2. RTI Application dated 26/11/2024

3. Complaints copies

4. CIC judgements
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Dated; 29/7/2024
To,
The Registrar
Office of Registrar of Firms, Societies & Non-Trading Corporation
WBIDC Building, 2nd Floor, Block-DJ, Plot No 10,
Salt Lake City, Sector-Il, Bidhan Nagar, Kolkata - 700 091

Sir,
We are the Residents of “SONARPUR PRANTIK RESIDENTS' WELFARE ASSOCIATION”, 349
Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata - 700150, bearing Registration No. $/86982 of 1997-98.

The present Governing Body is a group of people where all of them belongs to the same
friend circle, Husband-Wife and office colleagues (as per last resolution copy signatories)
has developed a dictatorship pattern of working, that is if any member approaches for any
information, if not favourable to secretary members are abused with bad words they threat
they give bad body gestures specially Mr. Pallab Bhowmik (Treasurer).

We have come before you for the urgent help against the present committee members.

1. Mr. Nimai Das (President)
Block-E3,Flat-101,

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex

349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150
2. Mr. K.C. Pal (Secretary)

Block-B1/5, Flat-003

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex

349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150
3. Shankar Prasad Paik (asst. secretary)
Block-C2, Flat-304,

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex

349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150
4. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer)

Block-C5, Flat-302,

Peerless Prantik Housing Complex

349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150

The pattern of the working is like they are spending money as per their choice and also

spending money on their own entertainment.

Reterved ‘
not Veriftel
Contents are A ))\

M

For l.{egiSuer of Firms, Society
Non-Tradigg COrpns, West Beng



(Attached Annexure2)

The Governij
ng Body Members behave in a manner that th
Al o e €y are the owner of all
On areas and talks in a very dominating way
are encr i -
g oaching the common place for their personal entertainment
e m - " - . :
s y ad.e a deal with the “Bhart; Airtel” last year for installation of FATF
out passing any resolution in the general meeting

the knowledge of any flat owners. It was s
the “Bharti Airtel”

Box
without putting this in

. trictly objected by Blocks and contacted
s stating them the facts. To which on the “Bharti Airtel” confirm
at the Secretary has got the NOC from all the flat owners for this which was

totally incorrect. Later when the Airtel company came to know the real fact they
themselves cancelled the deal with the Secretary.

We-would like to highlight their major fraudulent activeity that is in all meeting in
their tenure (03 AGM & 01 Special General Meeting) thay take the signatures of all
the members before the commencement of the meeting as a attendandance and
later the same signatures they converted into the permission granted for of
passing their agendas of the meeting.

We have demanded few information from time to time, but they have never provided
us till today. That is------- (Attached Annexurel)

1. Why the election is not held every year as none of their Notice of AGM contains this
Agenda.

2. Current Status of registration along with registration number.

3. Currently held Bank account details and balance status along with copies of any
Investments made till current date.

4. Latest purchase/sale details and any money is taken/received from buyers/sellers in the
last 2 years and their deposit slips and their expenditure if any undertaken and with whose

approval.

5. The details of the Current Governing Bodies on what basis it has been constituted
(because all the committee members are friends, family friend, working colleagues) so it is
clear they have captured the office with the favourable people and made them a governing

body.

6. Minutes of any meetings held amongst the members who call themselves members of

Governing Body for the year 2022-24.

7. The details of additional building construction approval of any construction conducted
from year 2022 to 2024 along with approved building plans from the Rajpur Sonarpur




Municipality, site plans and all flat owners’ approval and also the approval of the

developer that is Peerless. Because this project in their hand and it is till not handed
over to us.,

And most important the bye-laws and the memorandum of association.

This committee came forcefully in the year 2019 without any election and captured the
office. In the year 2022 with the demand of the members they did hold an electionbut was
totally manipulated and they came into force again and till today they are, and declaredthat
there will be no election as they will remain as long as they want.

The details we are attaching along with this letter and humbly request you to kindly take
action against this committee members by auditing accounts from 2019.. and sending your
officials to put a search on their other activities.

Sir, we have dared to come before you with great hope. We want freedom from these
dictatorship committee members, because they threaten us if we go against them. We are
very simple middle class residence of Peerless Prantik Complex and from 1997 to 2018 we
were going very happily with all the committee members who came into force during
these periods. But few group of people forcefully captured the office without election and
till today we are suffering their dictatorship behavior. Specially Mr. Pallab Bhowmik
(treasurer) holds the charge of the office and creates his own law for the members. Every
month he spending lakh-n-lakhs rupees has per his choice. We few residences out of 396
flat owners dared to approach with the complaint against them before you. Many did not
have guts to approach before they are scared of Mr. Pallab Bhowmik threatening lines that
if we flat owners him he will make falls charges and put case against us before the court.

So kindly do the needful as-soon-as-possible and get us relief from this problem. We all will
be highly obliged.

Thanking you,

Flat Owners of Sonarpur Prantik Resident’s Welfare Association

Enclosures:

Annexurel (letter dated 7/7/24) - (Pages 04 to 05)
Annexure2 (Governing body meeting) - (Pages 06 to 11)
Annexure3 (Reply to Secretary and others) - (Pages 12 to 16)

2w

Annexure4 (Reply mail to Secretary from Mr. Ashwini) - (Pages 17 to 18)

36t 3

-—




Dated: 30/8/2024

To,

The Registrar

Office of Registrar of Firms, Societies & Non-Trading Corporation
WBIDC Building, 2nd Floor, Block-DJ, Plot No-10,

Salt Lake City, Sector-11, Bidhan Nagar, Kolkata - 700 091

Sir,

We have made a complaint dated 29/7/2024 before you against Mr.
Pallab Bhowmik, Mr. Siddhartha Raha, Mr. Shankar Paik, Mr. K.C. Pal & Mr. Nimai Das
of “SONARPUR PRANTIK RESIDENTS' WELFARE ASSOCIATION”, 349 Sonarpur Station
Road, Kolkata - 700150, Police Station: Narendrapur bearing Registration No. S/86982
of 1997-98 along with complaint, / enquiry and demand. (attached Annexure-1)

Same has been issued by you dated 06/08/2024 to the respective above
mentioned people as per section 22(1) of WBSR Act, 1961 demanding the reply with
proof. Till today we have not received any reply from them. (attached Annexure-2)

So we are requesting you to take further appropriate steps and required action
against them.

We would like to highlight the latest resolution which the Governing Body has
passed relating to Puja subscription, without passing in General meeting. As we have
mentioned in our complaint this committee specially Mr. Pallab Bhowmik, Mr.
Siddhartha Raha, Mr. Shankar Paik, Mr. K,C. Pal & Mr. Nimai Das have the habit of
giving threats, making the members frightened and if not listen to them they start
harassing in one or the other way. And again they have repeated the same behaviour
by passing the threatening resolution by the governing body that “who will not pay
puja subscription the defaulter list published in the notice board of all the buildings
and default amount will be carried forward to next financial year”. (attached
Annexure-3)

Is this correct? Most of the flat-owners objected to this but they did not listen
to anyone.

Reteivea
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We few flat-ow
request you to Kindly ¢
same behavioyr and if ¢

nNers have d
ake Strict
ot stop. It

S0 once again request
Possible. We are there to ¢
COmmittee,

Kindly get us relief from this.

Thanking you,

\
Mr. Ashwini Prasad Chowdhry
Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
Block ~ C2, Flat-301,

349 Sonarpur Station Road,

Kolkata — 700150

Enclosures:

1. Annexurel (letter dated 29/7/2024)
2. Annexure2 (Latter issued from by you)
3. Annexure3 (New Resolution)

1. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer)
Block-C5, Flat-302,
Peerless Prantik Housing Complex
349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150

ared to come
action against the

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
Block - B1/4, Flat-303,

349 Sonarpur Station Road,
Kolkata - 700150




2.

Mr. Siddhartha Raha (Vice President)
Block-C-04, Flat-201

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex

349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150

Shankar Prasad Paik (Joint Secretary)
Block-C2, Flat-304,

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150

Mr. Bidyut Bikash Maijhi {Advisor)
Block-E-04, Flat-202

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150

Mr. K.C. Pal (Secretary)
Block-B1/5, Flat-003

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150

Mr. Nimai Das (President)
Block-E3,Flat-101,

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150




To,
The Registrar,

Registrar of Firms, Societies & Non-Trading Corporation

Kolkata - %0 09/
Dated: 30/09/2024

Respected Sir,

We filed a complaint against specially Mr, Pallab Bhowmik (Treasurer) & Mr. K.C

Pal (Secretary) of Sonarpur Prantik Residents Welfare Association vide Registration
No. S/86982 of 1997-98. Bearing Memo No.: 321-RFS. (Letter Enclosed)

Reply have been submitted by them. Please provide us the reply Copy and 10 number
of enclosure.

Please do the needful, will be obliged.
Yours faithfully,

Yodhi—
oz 2 J 301”@@

(Dr. Premananda Mukherjee)
Address: B1/4 Flat No 303

Peerless Prantik Housing
349, Sonarpur Station Road
Kolkata700150




Dated: 04/10/2024

To,
The Registrar / Asst, Registrar
Office of the Registrar of Firms, Socicties and Non-Trading Corporations, West Bengal

Registrar, 2nd Floor, WBHDC Head Office building,
DI 10, DJ Block, Sector 11, Bidhannagar,
Kolkata, West Bengal. 700091

Sub: Answer to the reply of Mr. PallabBhowmik, My, KC Pal from Sonarpur Prantik Residents’
Welfare Association videRegistration No. S/86982 of 1997-98 (copy attached “Annexure-17).
Which they have pasted in every block. All though we have not receivedfrom your respected

office yet.

Sir;
I am bound to reply personally as my name has been specifically mentioned and have been charged
for spreading the fabricated news on social media regarding the status of SPRWA.

On this T would like to clarify that I have been falsely alligated by them as this status was very much
Saated on Government website. (copy attached Annexure-2)

And the same was forwarded in our Residence WhatsApp group, that’s it. Infact this status was
inowr to maximum signatories by this time. In fact it was the responsibility of the association 10
inform the current status of the flat-owners which they never did and even now they are not accepting.

And this is not the first time they have falsely allegated me. They have done this previously also.
Because | raised the voice against wrong in written. If details required will be provided to you with
proof.

This was done because Mr. Secretary along with Mr. Treasurer never informed us of this status. Apar
from this they gave us one printout in the Special General Meeting (copy attached Annexure-3)
where I/'We found that something is fishy. Because The printout they handed over to us showed two
status together of the renewal that 1s :

|. dated 26/7/2022 maintenance activities not allow in accounts....s ghoral

2. dated 28/4/2023 Apply for registration under West Bengal Association Ownership Act, 1972 and
resubmit with acknowledgement.

Provide me the details with the proof that I am spreading false and fabricated information on
social media regarding the status of the SPRWA.

Th(?j used the signatures of the attendance as a permission of approval of their agenda of meeting, to
which | have objected last year and this year 1o (copy attached Annexure-d4)

Infact smand a wri | | '
: f syould demand a written apology against this behavior of misusing the attendance signature
as per their own choice. \
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1 would also like to mention that, the Joint secretary of this association “Mr. Shankar Prasad
Paik™, who was the block representative many years of C-2 Block (my block) has done an
offence of surrendering the common olectric meter, which was on someone else's name and
without intimating / discussing / permission and giving falls information fo the flat-owners and
also a manipulated of huge amount of the block. This has been notifies with details to Mr Pallab
Bhowmik and Mr. KC Pal. But irrespective of putting an enquiry against this offence they have
given him the portfolio of Joint Secretary of the association. Because he is 2 family friend and
office colleague of Mr. Pallab Bhowmik. If details demanded regarding will be provided with

proof,

Finally, 1 demand an apology from the secretary and treasurer for alleging me falsely and using my
sigmature as per their choice without my knowledge.

And requesting “Respected Sir™ 1o provide the complete reply of the SPRWA submitted in your office

Asted 23082024, with annexures and attachments as soon as possible and accordingly the detailed
reply will be submitted

Ashwimt Chowdhry

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
Block-2, Flat-301,

349 Sonarpur Station Road
Kolkata 700150

Muobile. 9804979622



Ashwini Chowdhry
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12/18/24,11:36 AM Gmail - Fwd: Complain against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer), Block-C5, Flat-302, Peerless Prantik Housing Complex, 349 Sonarpur ...
Nl G mal I Ashwini Chowdhry <ashwini.prasad13@gmail.com>

Fwd: Complain against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer), Block-C5, Flat-302, Peerless
Prantik Housing Complex, 349 Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150 Registration
No. S/86982 of 1997-98.

3 messages

Manas Das <dasm40243@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 26, 2024 at 3:16 PM
To: registrarfsntcwb@gmail.com, grievancerofsntcwb@gmail.com

Cc: secci@wb.gov.in, js1.ice-wb@gov.in, sonali.dattaray31@gov.in, anilhembram1967@gmail.com, info@ncib.in, hr@ncib.in,
NCIB India <ncibforce@gmail.com>, scic-wb@nic.in, narendrapurps@gmail.com, baruipurpolice@gmail.com, dm-ali@nic.in,
sec-zp.s24p@nic.in, s24pgs@gmail.com, s24p@nic.in, grievance@kolkatapolice.gov.in, dig-prov@policewb.gov.in,
sg.nhrc@nic.in, registrar-nhrc@nic.in, dg-nhrc@nic.in, js-nhrc@nic.in, cr.nhrc@nic.in, Ashwini Chowdhry
<ashwini.prasad13@gmail.com>

Subject: Complain against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer), Block-C5, Flat-302, Peerless Prantik Housing Complex, 349
Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150 Registration No. S/86982 of 1997-98.
To: Manas Das <dasm40243@gmail.com>

To,

The Registrar / Asst. Registrar

Office of Registrar of Firms, Societies & Non-Trading Corporation
WBIDC Building, 2nd Floor, Block-DJ, Plot No-10,

Salt Lake City, Sector-Il, Bidhan Nagar, Kolkata - 700 091

Sub: Complain against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer), Block-C5, Flat-302, Peerless Prantik Housing Complex, 349
Sonarpur Station Road, Kolkata-700150
Registration No. S/86982 of 1997-98.

Sir,

| Mr. Manas Das, S/o Late Suchanda Das bought a flat in “Peerless Prantik” Block-A1/1, Flat No.- 304, Sonarpur-700150,
from Mr. Chandan Dutta in October, 2024 on Housing Loan and went to took the physical possession on 17/11/2024.

As soon as | reached the Society gate of my flat where | was going to take the physical possession / shift. The security
stopped me from entering the gate stating that | have not been allowed to enter until unless | don’t pay the NOC amount in
the office.

Immediately, | rushed to the office to see the secretary. | saw the office was locked. Somehow requested the security to
allow my belongings to enter the gate so that | can unload my household things and later will see the secretary. | entered
the gate and was going to unload my things from the lorry, Mr. Pallab Bhowmik, the treasurer of the society, came and
started screaming and shouting at me with very bad language and stopped the unloading process. Stating, that | will not be
allowed to take possession of my flat until unless | will pay Rs. 30,000 as a NOC of the Society.

I am a very simple man working in a small private firm with a very minimum income and somehow | have managed to buy a
1 room flat on loan.

At that moment | was not having the amount demanded which is Rs. 30,000 and humbly requested them to kindly allow me
to take possession of the flat, and later somehow managed to arrange the amount and will pay to the society.

After repeated requests Mr. Pallab Bhowmik was not at all ready to allow me to take possession of the flat. And above that
he called a few more people to harrass me and was abusing me and shouting at me.

| was mentally harassed and tortured by him and his friends with bad words and bad body gestures and made the
atmosphere so unwanted for me that | was frightened in anticipation then they may also physically harm me, | immediately
rushed to the police station and lodged a complaint against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik regarding the situation. The police officials
immediately turned up and requested both the parties to settle down mutually.

To which | somehow managed to pay Rs. 5,000 and the rest of the amount | promised to pay later. This | did under
pressure because | wanted to take possession of the flat.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=c6fd4349fd& view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:181677789848294463 1 &simpl=msg-f:181677789848294463 1 &sim...
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12/18/24,11:36 AM Gmail - Fwd: Complain against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik (treasurer), Block-C5, Flat-302, Peerless Prantik Housing Complex, 349 Sonarpur ...

Later after discussion with the police official he suggested to me to approached the higher official in the police station for
the further action.

Now | would like to mention here that the above | promised to pay the rest of the amount looking upto the situation.
Because | wanted to take possession of the flat.

Yesterday | received a certified copy of the “Mamorandum of the Association” of this society . And nowhere it is mentioned
that to get the NOC from the society one has to pay the demanded amount.

Hence | withdraw my written promise that | have given in written, that | will pay the rest of the amount in the coming month.

| have to pay extra expenses for helding-up the lorry for 6-7 hours and also for unloading my belongings. | demand this
extra payment which | gave to movers & packers from Mr. Pallab Bhowmik.

And also Mr. Pallab Bhowmik should apologise to me in writing for his arrogant and uncultured behaviour alongwith
unwanted body language.

Also came to know there are number of complaints against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik. Which is before the registrar.

He is treasurer and he should know how to talk and how to behave with the flat owners. He should know the welcoming
gestures for the newcomers.

Please kindly take strict action against Mr. Pallab Bhowmik.

Thanking you

Manas Das

Prantik Peerless Housing Complex
Block- A1/1, Flat-304,

349 Sonarpur Station Road,
Kolkata — 700150

Mobile: 977543069

Enclosed:

1. Copy of the FIR

2. Letter pf the promise given to society along with payment of Rs. 5,000
3. Certify copy of memorandum of Association

4. WB Societies Regitration Act (point No. 8)

3 attachments

IMG-20241125-WA0015.jpg
95K
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& FIR.pdf
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-i] Society act 1961 (point No. 8).pdf
— 512K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=c6fd4349fd& view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:181677789848294463 1 &simpl=msg-f:1816777898482944631 &sim... 2/3
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West Bengal, WRIDC Building, 2" er,n.l-lo,m ' 'ﬂ' " 1'—~
Kolkata-700001, "

PH- 033 2321 2219/2200

Memoe No 6?3 = Rr,s

o,
N Ashwan Chowsdhry,

Prantik, Peerless Housing Complex, 2

BRlook 2, Flan 301, : _
S48, Sonarpur Statton Road, i"

Nofain- Y01 S0 2

Suby Information sought for under R.T.I Act.2005 : : .
'!fn."h.;

Wl et o your letter dated 25/11/2024, this is to inform you that, as per Section-6(1) of the R."I' 1 Act, 2005 A !
porson, who desires to obtain any information under this Act, shall make a request”, so,only one perwh is requested to

ANy alreai

1

Henoe, your RULT Application dated 25/11/2024 is rejected under Section-6(1) of the R.T.I Act, 2005.

Ihe Bt Appellate Authority is the Registrar of Firms, Societies & Non-Tradi ' Vet £ WEI(
G - ; = ng Corporations, West WB |
Butlding, 2™ Floor, DJ-10. Sector-11, Salt Lake Cil}f, Kolkata-700091. *M m
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Ashwini Prasad Chowdhry
/o,

Peerless Prantik

Flat-301, C-02, 349 Sanarpur Station Road, Kolkat|
Sonarpur

Sonarpur

South 24 Parganas Sonarpur
West Bengal - 700150
9804979622
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Ashwini Prasad Chowdhry
FEEEYs DOB: 13/02/1973
TFA / MALE

2410 1794 9659
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INFORMATION
m Aadhaar is a proof of identity, not of citizenship.

m To establish identity, authenticate online.
m This is electronically generated letter.

® T AT (A0T "

= I BAANE AR 8 AEeE AR
afET EETF 1= |
® Aadhaar is valid throughout the country .

® Aadhaar will be helpful in availing Government
and Mon-Government services in future
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12/16/24,10:14 PM https://rtifoundationofindia.com/originalcontent.php?0id=3983

CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION
Room No. 308, B-Wing, August Kranti Bhawan, Bhikaji Cama Place, New Delhi-110066
File No. CIC/LS/A/2013/000706
Appellant: Shri Joginder Singh
Public Authority: All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi.
Dates of hearing 26.04.2013
Date of decision 26.04.2013

Facts:- Heard today dated 26.4.2013. Appellant not present. AIIMS is represented by Dr. Sanjeev Lalwani and
Shri Vinod Kumar Sharma, XEN.

2. In the RTI application dated 2.1.2013, the appellant had sought information about the payment of minimum
wages to the contractual employees at Jai Prakash Narayan Apex Trauma Centre and the matters related there-
with. The CPIO vide letter dated 27.2.2013 had refused to disclose any information to the appellant only on the
ground that the RTT application was signed by two individuals, namely, Shri Joginder Singh and Ashok Kumar.
The view taken by the CPIO cannot be upheld. It does not matter whether information is sought by one individual
or more than one. The response should have been given by the CPIO as per law. Be that as it may, the following
information may be supplied to the appellant:-

(a) The Number of contractual labourers employed at the Trauma Centre, shift-wise, (Names need not be given).
(b) Whether the contractor is paying minimum wages to the labour as per law; and

(c) Whether the contractor is contributing towards EPF and ESIC of the contractual labour.

3. It is clarified that if the AIIMS does not have this information, the CPIO may seek this information from the
contractor(s) concerned and transmit the same to the appellant.

4. This order may be complied with in 04 weeks time.

Sd/-
(ML.L. Sharma)

Information Commissioner

https://rtifoundationofindia.com/originalcontent.php?0id=3983 1/1
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Mr.Sameer Kumar Haldar vs Employees Provident Fund Organisation on 16 July, 2010

CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION
Club Building (Near Post Office)
0ld INU Campus, New Delhi - 110067
Tel: +91-11-26161796

Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2010/001429/8585
Appeal No. CIC/SG/A/2010/001429

Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:

Appellant : Mr. Samir Kumar Haldar,
Quarter No. F/20/233,
TTPS, Lalpania,
Bokaro.

Respondent : Public Information Officer

Employees Provident Fund Organization, Regional Office, Bhagirathi Complex, Near Circuit House, Karamtoli, Ranchi
(Jharkhand) - 834001.

RTI application filed on : 04/02/2010
PIO replied : 30/03/2010
First appeal filed on : Not Enclosed.
First Appellate Authority order : 21/05/2010
Second Appeal received on : 28/05/2010

Information Sought

The Appellant sought information regarding -

* All the appellants, who are labourers in the Ms. Magadh Engineering Works (EPF Code : JH / 10532), have EPF accounts in
which their monthly payments are deposited. The names along with their father's names and their account numbers are

enclosed. Furnish the self certified copies of the AR and 6 AR of the mentioned names from 1999 to 2008. ¢ Detailed copy of

the orders passed since 2005 till present, under the EPF 1952 scheme provision 7 A against the Mesers Engineering Works.

Reply of the Public Information Officer (PIO) No Reply was given and application was rejected as it was a joint application by
Mr. Samir Kumar Haldar and Seven others.

Grounds for the First Appeal:

No Information provided by the PIO. Order of the First Appellate Authority (FAA):

"I have gone through the contents of the matter. In the original application of Shri Haldar, the same is joined by seven
other applicants but the address of communication which has been given is of Shri Samir Kumar Haldar. Further, the
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copy of Form 3(R) and 6 (AR) has been sought in respect to all applications. Now, these returns content the details of
member like details of wages. details of P.F. contribution etc. which is a personal information in respect of those members
and is maintained by this office in its fiduciary capacity. Sending this Information for all members on the postal address
of one applicant will tantamount to disclosing these personal Information to the individual on whose address the same is
sent and thus would be violation of the provisions of Section 8(1) ) and (J) of the RTI Act 2005.

Hence, under the above referred sections of the RTI. Act2005. I do not think proper to disclose the information sought
jointly and hence, the request of Sit Haldar is rejected. However, the individuals are free to make an application
individually to seek Information under the RTI Act 2005."

Grounds for the Second Appeal:

Unsatisfactory Information provided by the PIO. Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

Both the parties were given an opportunity for hearing. However, neither party appeared. From a perusal of the papers it
is seen that the appellant Mr. Samir Kumar Haldar had filed an RTI application which was also signed by seven other
people. The RTI Application was filed on 04/02/2010 and the information should have been provided to the appellant
before 06/03/2010. Instead a rejection was sent to the appellant on 30/03/2010 stating that since seven other people have
sought the information the PIO was refusing to supply the information. The FAA has not taken cognizance of this
objection of the PIO that seven other people have signed the RTI application along with the appellant but upheld the
refusal to give information by invoking Section 8(1)(j) since the appellant had sought details of wages and PF
contributions etc. The PIO's rejection was completely wrong since there is nothing in the law or the rules preventing more
than one citizen from submitting the RTI application. Section-3 of the RTI Act states, "Subject to the provisions of this
Act, all citizens shall have Right to Information". Hence the PIO's rejection has no basis in law. The FAA has not
supported the PIO's contention but has justified denial of information claiming exemption under Section 8(1) (j) to deny
information relating to those who had signed the RTI Application. It is correct that the details of an individual's PF
account cannot be given to any one else since it would be an intrusion on the privacy of an individual but since seven
other people had signed the RTI Application jointly with Mr. Haldar the information could have been provided. In case
the FAA wanted to verify if the other seven people had no objection in giving the information he could have ordered the
PIO to seek their concurrence under Section-11 of the RTI Act.

The PIO has without any justification delayed rejecting the disclosure of the information by 24 days.

Decision:

The Appeal is allowed.

The PIO is directed to give the complete information to the appellant before 05 August 2010.

The issue before the Commission is of not supplying the complete, required information by the PIO within 30 days as required
by the law.

From the facts before the Commission it is apparent that the PIO is guilty of not furnishing information within the time
specified under sub-section (1) of Section 7 by not replying within 30 days, as per the requirement of the RTI Act.

It appears that the PIO's actions attract the penal provisions of Section 20 (1). A showcause notice is being issued to him, and
he is directed give his reasons to the Commission to show cause why penalty should not be levied on him.

He will present himself before the Commission at the above address on 16 August 2010 at 2.30am alongwith his written
submissions showing cause why penalty should not be imposed on him as mandated under Section 20 (1). He will also submit
proof of having given the information to the appellant.

If there are other persons responsible for the delay in providing the information to the Appellant the PIO is directed to inform
such persons of the show cause hearing and direct them to appear before the Commission with him.

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties. Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free
of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.

Shailesh Gandhi Information Commissioner 16 July 2010 (In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete
decision number.)(YM)

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/761190/
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