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MEMO OF PARTIES
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1 RTl application seeking copy of Prof Goutam Paul'’s 03/08/19
DSc thesis

2 First Appeal to above RTI application 18/09/19

3 Reply to above containing CD with unsigned and 24/10/19
unmarked pdf of Prof Goutam Paul’s DSc Thesis

4 Email of complaint to VC of Kalyani University alleging | 23/08/19
plagiarism against Prof Goutam Paul’s DSc thesis

5 Letter of complaint to Vice Chancellor {VC), Kalyani 27/01/20
University alleging plagiarism against Prof Goutam
Paul under UGC Regulations (2018)

6 Email to VC seeking update on complaint 17/08/20

7 RTI Application seeking update on complaint 13/11/20

8 First Appeal seeking update on complaint 08/01/21

9 RTI Application seeking update on complaint and dated 17/06/22
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misgivings reported by Dainik Statesman and
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impugned [etter No. 48(i)/KU/RTI/22/s - 298
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Before The Hon’ble West Bengal Information Commission

Khadya Bhawan Complex, 11A, Mirza Ghalib St, Kolkata - 700087

In the matter of:

A Second Appeal under Section 13(3) of Right to Information {(RTI) Act, 2005

In the matter of:
Dr Mouri Ghosh (appellant/ RTI applicant)
Prantik, Pearabagan Road (behind co-operative godown)

Chinsurah, Hooghly - 712105, West Bengal

Vs,

Dr Indrani Karar (respondent)
Deputy Registrar and SPIO, University of Kalyani
Kalyani, Nadia - 741235, West Bengal

In the matter of:

Complaint of plagiarism vide letter dated 27/01/20

In the matter of:

RTl Application dated 17/06/22, delivered on 20/06/22

In the matter of:

First Appeal dated 25/08/22, delivered on 31/08/22

In the matter of;

Denial of information by SPi0

to both the RTI Application and the First Appeal

vide letter No. 48(i)/KU/RTI/22/5 - 298 dated 14/09/22

read with letter No. 48/KU/RTI/22/S - 263 dated 05/08/22 and 06/09/22



Q

1]

3]

4]

5]

Name of the Appellant:
Complete Postal Address:

(a) Contact No.
(b) Email Id:
(a) Date of filing of application for

information under RTI Act

(a self attested copy of the RTI
Application should be attached}

(b) Whether application fee paid

(i) If yes, mode of payment

(i) If no, self attested photocopy of

relevant certificate issued by the

competent authority should be

attached

Name of State Public information Officer/
State Assistant Public Information Officer

to whom the application was made and

address

(a) Whether RT! petition is transferred to
another SPIO u/s 6 (3) of RTI Act, 2005

Dr Mouri Ghosh

Prantik, Pearabagan Road {behind
co-operative godown), Chinsurah,
Hooghly - 712103, West Bengal
[Address proof - self attested bank
pass book - ANNEXURE P18]
9674339431
mouri.ghosh@gmail.com

Letter dated 17/06/22 and
delivered on 20/06/22 {Speed
Post]

ANNEXURE P9

Y (Yes)

Indian Postal Order (IPO)
No. 04F 967951 ANNEXURE P9

Not Applicable

Registrar and SP1O

University of Kalyani

Kalyani, Nadia - 741235

West Bengal

Responded by: Dr Indrani Karar
Deputy Registrar and SPIO

N {No)



(@)

(b) If yes, name and address of such Not Applicable
authority

6] Gist of the information sought for:

On 27/01/20, as per UGC Regulations 2018, appellant lodged a complaint to Vice
Chancellor (VC), University of Kalyani alleging that the DSc thesis of her erstwhile
research guide Prof Goutam Paul, which was accepted by the University of Kalyani in
2015, was substantially plagiarized from her own prior PhD thesis which was
previously approved by the same University in 2014. No communication was made

by the University ever since despite repeated written requests.

Information sought in RTI Application dated 17/06/22 is as follows

1. The present status of my complaint and how far any progress had been made
into the inquiry.

2. ({(a) The subsequent procedural steps to be taken by the University based on my
complaint and (b} rules and regulations of the University, if any, concerning
complaints of plagiarism, so that | can myself prepare and comply likewise.

3. The date on which the aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam Paul of
Department of Physiology, has been awarded DSc by the University based on his
impugned thesis.

4, Whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to
INFLIBNET for upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and {b) the date of

submission and/or upload of the same.

71 Have you received any response/ information: Y (Yes)

If so, attach a se.{f attested copy of the same:

Denial of Information on pretext of Section 11 third party information, through two
letters received from Dr Indrani Karar, Deputy Registrar and SPIO responding jointly
to both the RTI Application {dated 17/06/22) and the First Appeal {dated 25/08/22),
on behalf of 1%* Appellate Authority :




(i) No. 48/KU/RTI/22/S - 263, dated 05/09/22 and 06/09/22 [ANNEXURE Pi1] and
(i) No. 48(i)/KU/RTI/22/S - 298, dated 14/09/22 [ANNEXURE Plg]
8] Date of filing of 1% Appeal:

(a self attested copy of 1% Appeal long with proof of submission of the same should
be attached)

Letter dated 25/08/22 and delivered on 31/08/22 [Speed Post] [ANNEXURE P10]
9] Authority to whom the first appeal was made with address:

Vice Chancellor and First Appellate Authority (RTI)

University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia - 741235, West Bengal

10] Decision of the 1% Appeliate Authority, if any, including number and date of

order:

(A self attested photocopy of the order of the 1% appellate authority should be
attached)

Denial of Information on pretext of Section 11 third party information through two
letters received from Dr Indrani Karar, Deputy Registrar and SP|O responding jointly
to both the RTI Application (dated 17/06/22) and the First Appeal (dated 25/08/22)
on behalf of 1 Appellate Authority:

(i) No. 48/KU/RTI/22/S - 263, dated 05/09/22 and 06/09/22 [ANNEXURE P11] and

(i) No. 48(i)/KU/RTI/22/5 - 298, dated 14/09/22 [ANNEXURE P13]

First Appeliate Authority did not reply directly.

11] Grounds for 2 Appeal and relief sought(specify):



FACTS OF THE APPEAL

1, That the appellant, Dr Mouri Ghosh is a Teaching Faculty at West Bengal National
University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata and is the unmarried daughter of Dr Dharani
Kanta Ghosh and Dr Tripti Das, residing at Prantik, Pearabagan Road (behind co-
operative godown), Chinsurah, Hooghly - 712103, West Bengal.

2. That the appellant is‘ an ex- PhD research scholar of University of Kalyani
(henceforth University) with Registration No. Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013 dated
April 01, 2013 in the Department of Physiology. Her Research-Guide was Prof
Goutam Paul. [ANNEXURE P14]

3. That the appellant had successfully submitted her PhD thesis at the University on
21/06/13 [ANNEXURE P15] and along with fulfillment of other requirements, she was
awarded a PhD degree by the University dated 10/02/14 [ANNEXURE P16].

4, That the appellant’s thesis/ dissertation title was:

“gffect of Inorganic Arsenic Compounds on the Activity of Intestinal Smooth

Muscles in Mammals: A Molecular Physiological Study”.

5. That subsequently in 2015, the same Dr Goutam Paul, who happened to be the
appellant’s PhD research guide submitted a similar DSc thesis to the same University

titled:

“Understanding of Efferent Neurocrine Mechanisms in Inorganic Arsenicals Induced
Intrinsic Regulation of Activity of Visceral Smooth Muscle in Albino Rat: A
Molecular Neurotoxicological Study”, for which the University awarded him a DSc

degree.

6. That it was crystal clear that Prof Goutam Paul’s subsequent DSc thesis was based
on the same subject matter as the appellant’s previous PhD thesis and that Prof

Goutam Paul had only changed some terms of his thesis title to make it seem

different.



7. That the appellant was provided with an un-signed and un-marked copy of Prof
Goutam Paul's DSc thesis in pdf form though a CD by the University with
accompanying letter dated 24/10/19 [ANNEXURE P3] in response to appellant’s

previous RT| Applications (dated 03/08/19) [ANNEXURE P1] and First Appeal (dated
18/09/19) [ANNEXURE P2].

8. That on comparison of the appellant’s previous PhD thesis and Prof. Goutam
Paul’s subsequent DSc thesis, side by side, it was quite clear that almost the whole
of Prof Goutam Paul’s DSc thesis was substantially plagiarized from the appellant’s

previous PhD thesis on the following major grounds:

i. Both the research- works were on the effects of “Inorganic Arsenic

Compounds ”/ “inorganic arsenicals”.

ii. Both the research works were on the effects on “Activity of Intestinal Smooth
Muscles”/ “activity of visceral smooth muscle” - the ‘viscera’ studied in both

research work being ‘intestines’.

iii. Both the research works were done in the same ‘mammal’ species - the ‘albino

U

rat’.

iv. Both the research works were done by primarily _studying the “efferent

neurocrineg mechanisms” of intestines and had similar conclusions.

9. That aggrieved at Dr Goutam Paul having copied her PhD research/ thesis by the
fraudulent means of plagiarism, the appellant lodged a complaint of plagiarism with
the VC, Kalyani University against Prof. Goutam Paul detailing prima facie evidence

of his plagiarism through:
i. anemail dated 23/08/19 [ANNEXURE P4] and subsequently

ii. a letter dated 27/01/20 [ANNEXURE P5] (with a copy to The Chairman,
University Grants Commission, New Delhi, i.e. UGC) based on University Grants

Commission (Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in



Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018, henceforth UGC Plagiarism
Regulations, 2018.

10. That the same Prof Goutam Paul subsequently got promoted to Pro-VC of the

University.

11. That the University was supposed to come to a decision on the appellant's
complaint alleging plagiarism within 90 days of receipt of the same as per

Regulations 10 and 11 of the aforementioned UGC Plagiarism Regulations, 2018

12. That during the subsequent months and years the appellant sought update and

related information on her plagiarism complaint through:
i.  Email to VC, University of Kalyani dated 17/08/20 [ANNEXURE P§],

ii. RTI Application to SPIO, University of Kalyani dated 13/11/20 and delivered on
23/11/20 [ANNEXURE P7] and

iit. First Appeal {RTI) to VC, University of Kalyani dated 08/01/21 and delivered on
13/01/21 [ANNEXURE P8]

all of which remain not answered till today.

13. That on lifting of major COVID-19 restrictions by the State Government, the
appellant filed a similar RTI Application to SPIO, University of Kalyani, dated
17/06/22 and delivered on 20/06/22 [ANNEXURE P9] seeking an update and related

information on her plagiarism complaint.

14. That the information sought by the appellant/ RTI Applicant vide letter dated
17/06/22 was as follows :

1.  The present status of my complaint and how far any progress
had been made into the inquiry.

2. (a) The subsequent procedural steps to be taken by the
University based on my complaint and (b) rules and regulations of the
University, if any, concerning complaints of plagiarism, so that | can myself
prepare and comply likewise.



3. The date on which the aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam
Paul of Department of Physiology, has been awarded DSc by the University
based on his impugned thesis,

4.  Whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had
been submitted to INFLIBNET for upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and (b}
the date of submission and/or upload of the same.

15. That being denied any response, the appellant preferred a First Appeal to the VC
and Appellate Authority (RTI), University of Kalyani by letter dated 25/08/22 and
delivered on 31/08/22 [ANNEXURE P10].

16, That by the letter No. 48/KU/RTI/22/5 - 263, bearing two dates 05/09/22 and
06/09/22, Dr Indrani Karar, Deputy Registrar and SPIO of the University, referred to
both the RT| application (dated 17/06/22) and the First Appeal (dated 25/08/22), and
requested the appellant to be patient as “the process is running to collect the

information” [ANNEXURE Pi1).

17. That the appellant, recejved information published on two daily Bengali news

publications viz. Dainik Statesman (e-paper dated dated 15th September 2022) and

Bartaman Patrika (web edition dated 16th September 2022) that a similar situation
arose when a Dean of the same University who has recently been found guilty of
plagiarism, was recalcitrantly shielded by the University by refusing to reveal

information sought through RT! applications.

18. That apprehensive of a similar cover-up and of a “conspiracy of silence” amongst
higher echelons in academics in the University, the appellant preferred a reminder to
the VC to provide her with the sought information within schedule and also apprising

the VC of her misgivings through letter dated 19/09/22 [ANNEXURE P12].

19. That on the same date 19/09/22 the appellant received the impugned letter No,
48(i)/KU/RTI/22/s - 298 dated 14/09/22 [ANNEXURE P13] from Dr Indrani Karar,
Deputy Registrar and SPIQ, Kalyani University in response to both the RTt application
and the First Appeal stating that;

10



“.... since it is a third party case, as per Section 11 of R.T.1., Act, 2005, we seek the
consent from the third party, but the third party informed the undersigned not to

disclose the information to other.”

20. That the impugned letter dated 14/09/22 amounts to denial of information by
the SPIO as well as by the First Appellate Authority (RTI) of University of Kalyani.

21.That the appellant contends that denial of the aforementioned specific
information by the SPIO and the First Appellate Authority (RTI) of the University is in
violation of provisions of the RTI Act 2005, in letter and spirit; and that the excuse of
third party information posed by the SPIO is ill conceived and borne out of malafide
intentions and that the information sought does not fall under the restraints of
Section 11 of RTl Act and that the SPIO is bound by the aforementioned UGC

Plagiarism Regulations, 2018 to disclose the sought information.

22.That the appellant prefers this appeal on the basis of public interest of
transparency and academic integrity before the Hon’ble Commission to kindly order
the SPIO, University of Kalyani for disclosure of the information sought under the RTI
Application dated 17/06/22 and to kindly order for compensatory and punitive
measures as provided in the RT| Act 2005 as redressal against such unreasonable,
deliberate and malafide refusal by the said SP10O to provide justly sought information

on the following Grounds amongst others:
GROUNDS

A. Because as per Sections 10 and 11 of the UGC Plagiarism regulations, 2018 the
University was supposed to come to a decision on the petitioner’s plagiarism
complaint within 90 days of receipt of her complaint dated 27/01/20, and yet

the University has not shown an iota of action in this matter.

B. Because the 1* information sought by the appellant i.e. “The present status of
my complaint and how far any progress had been made into the inquiry.” - can
in no manner whatsoever be a third party information because the plagiarism

complaint was lodged by none other than the appeliant herself and she has a

]



right fo be informed about the status and stage of inquiry into her own
complaint and as a public authority the SP10 of the University is duty bound to

disclose such information.

Because failure to do so would defeat the very purpose of the RTI Act to ensure
accountability and transparency and to combat arbitrariness in actions and

conduct of public authorities like the University.

Because the 2™ information sought by the appellant i.e. “(a} The subsequent
procedural steps to be taken by the University based on my complaint and (b}
rules and regulations of the University, if any, concerning complaints of
plagiarism, so that | can myself prepare and comply likewise.”, can in no
manner whatsoever be denied by the University, not even under the pretext of
third party information, because the University is bound by statute to provide

and publish such information.

Because the sub-Regulation 6 {e} of University Grants Commission (Promotion
of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher Educational
Institutions) Regulations, 2018 prescribing on “Curbing Plagiarism” - imposes
the duty on the University to disclose such procedures, rules and regulations on
plagiarism complaints, the said sub-Regulation being reproduced hereinbelow

for ready reference:

“HEl shall develop a policy on plagiarism and get it approved by its
relevant statutory bodies/authorities. The approved policy shall be

placed on the homepage of the HEl website.”

Because the University of Kalyani is such a HEI which is bound to disclose such
information sought by the appellant/ RTI Applicant as defined in Regulation 2(h)
of the aforesaid UGC Plagiarism Regulations, 2018 which is reproduced

hereinbelow for ready reference”

0

Higher Educational Institution (HEI)* means a university

recognized under section 2(f) of the UGC Act, 1956 or an institution

12



deemed to be university under section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956 or an

affiliating college / institution or a constituent unit of a university;”

Because the 3" information sought by the appellant i.e. “The date on which the
aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology, has
been awarded DSc by the University bused on his impugned thesis.”, can in no
manner whatsoever be denied by the University, not even under the pretext of
third party information, because the University is bound by statute to provide

and publish such information,

Because the 4™ information sought by the appellant i.e. “Whether the impugned
DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to INFLIBNET for upload to
“Shodh Ganga e-repository” and (b) the date of submission and/or upload of
the same., can in no manner whatsoever be denied by the University, not even
under the pretext of third party information, because the University is bound by

statute to provide and publish such information.

Because the 3™ and ‘4% sets of information sought as reproduced in above
paragraphs numbered G and H have been posed by the appellant to ascertain
whether the University had complied with the duties imposed on the University
by the aforementioned Regulation 6 on “Curbing Plagiarism” as per UGC

Plagiarism Regulations, 2018.

Because sub-Regulation 6 (g} of aforementioned UGC Plagiarism Regulations,

2018 mandates the University to do as follows:

HEI shall submit to INFLIBNET soft copies of all Masters, Research
program’s dissertations and thesis within a month after the award
of degrees for hosting in the digital repository under the “Shodh

Ganga e-repository”.

K. Because protecting third party information was not the real motive of the SPIO

in denial of information about date of award of DSc thesis to Prof Goutam Paul

and about date of upload of his impugned thesis in Shodh Ganga e-repository.

[




Because the ulterior motive of the SPIO in refusing to disclose those dates was
to conceal the very likely fact that the University has violated the mandatory
provisions by failing to upload the impugned DSc thesis to Shodh Ganga e-
repository even after seven (7) years from awarding the DSc degree to Prof

Goutam Paul.

. Because disclosure of 3™ and 4% sought information would reveal lack of

transparency in research activities of the University and its blatant violation of
mandatory UGC Plagiarism Regulations, 2018 that was aimed to ‘curbing

plagiarism’.

Because the pdf file provided to the appellant by the University contains an un-
signed and un-marked copy of Prof Goutam Paul’s impugned DSc thesis and
hence the date of award of the DSc degree is vital to inquire into possible
liabilities of the author/ researcher (Prof Goutam Paul) as well as the awarding
authority (the University) vis-a-vis date of award of previous PhD thesis of the
appellant from the same University from which the impugned DSc thesis was

plagiarized by Prof Goutam Paul.

Because information sought by the appellant can in no manner whatsoever fall
under the ambit of third party information under Section 11 of the RTI Act as

evident in the preceding paragraphs.

Because even if for argument’s sake it is assumed that third party information is
involved, Section 11 of RTI Act does not does not empower the SPIO/ First
Appellate Authority to rubber stamp every refusal of a third party against

disclosure of information.

Because the provisio in Section 11 of RTI Act 2005 ensures that public interest in
disclosure over-rides protection to third party information which is reproduced

hereinbelow for ready reference:

“Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial secrets

protected by law, disclosure may be allowed if the public interest in

4



disclosure outweighs in importance any possible harm or injury to

the interests of such third party.”

Because information sought by the appellant is in public interest of academic
integrity and curbing plagiarism which is supported by the fact that the UGC had
to devise and implement such regulations like UGC Plagiarism Regulations, 2018,
which mandates disclosure and publication of such information by the

University.

Because such public interest served by disclosure of information sought by the
appellant far outweighs so-called/ assumed third party interests (if any) which
further proves non-application of mind of the SPIO in denying justifiable

information to the appellant.

Because in addition, none of the four sets of information sought for by the
appellant in her RTI Application dated 17/06/22, fall under the ambit of Section
8 (1) (j) of RTI Act, 2005 covering

“nersonal information the disclosure of which has no relationship to
any public activity or interest, or which would cause unwarranted

I"

invasion of the privacy of the individua

And hence even any possible defence of the Section 8 RTI Act (to third party

information) does not apply to this case in any manner whatsoever.

Because the inherent public interest in those information sought by the
appellant is aimed at promotion of transparency, academic integrity and
curbing plagiarism in academic research, as envisioned in the said Section 8 (1) (j)

of RT1 Act and thus the sought information falls under the condition where:
“the larger public interest justifies the disclosure of such information”

Because the antecedents of the University have exposed that it had previously
thwarted any transparency in inquiry to previous plagiarism allegations as has

been reported by two renowned Bengali news media (Dainik Statesman e-paper



AA.

dated 15/09/22 and Bartaman Patrika web page English version by Google
translate dated 16/09/22) [ANNEXURE P12] .

Because as reported in the two news publications, this University had in past
occasions repeatedly refused to provide information sought by RTI Applications
about plagiarism complaint against one Prof Debaprasad Sikdar, a Dean of this
same University, who has recently found to be guilty of plagiarism; and such
incidents are testament to nefarious intentions and despicable malpractices of
academics and administrators of this University to protect fraudulent activities

like plagiarism at its highest academic levels.

Because by denial of said information to the appellant and even refusal to
inform her about the status of her own complaint, the University have directly
sent her the message that they were dismissive of her complaint ab initio and

protecting their erstwhile Pro-VC Prof Goutam Paul was a foregone conclusion .

Because the University had thus endorsed the theft and misappropriation of the
appellant’s intellectual work in her thesis and unfairly endowed the fruits of the

appellant’s labour to an undeserving person who stole her ideas and her work.

Because such dismissive action has caused untold harm to the mental health of
the appeliant and resulted in extreme mental distress, agony and angst in the
face of patent injustice and callousness of the University in refusing to
recognizing her untiring skill, effort and judgment in performing her exclusive
and original PhD research by endowing a higher DSc degree to another person

based on inteliectual property and ideas stolen and misappropriated from her.

Because it is thus patently evident that as Dr Indrani Karar, Deputy Registrar and
SPIO of the University has denied disclosure of information without any
reasonable cause, has done so with malafide intention to conceal violation of
UGC Plagiarism Regulations, 2018 by the University and given misleading
information about restraints posed by third party; so the University and the SPIO

are thus liable to pecuniary penalties of Rupee 250 per day until information is



received (under Section 20 (1) of the RTI Act) and the SPIO is liable to be

recommended for disciplinary action {(under Section 20 {2) of the RTI Act}.

PRAYER

Hence the appellant humbly prays that the Hon’ble Commission kindly pass

necessary order(s) to:

1) Direct the SPIO, University of Kalyani to provide
information sought by the appellant vide her RTI application
dated 17/06/22, under S. 19(8)(a) of RT] Act, 2005

2} Grant compensation of Rupees Two Lakhs (Rupees 2,00,
000} as damages payable by the University to the appellant
to compensate for mental distress, agony and angst
suffered by her, resulting from dismissive attitude of the
SPIO through denial of information, under S. 19(8}(b) of RTI
Act, 2005

3) Ensure imposition of penalties of Rupees 250 per day
on the University and until said information is provided to

the appellant under S. 20(1} of RTI Act, 2005

4) Recommend disciplinary action as per service rules
against Dr Indrani Karar, SPIO and Deputy Registrar,
University of Kalyani under S. 20(2} of RTI Act, 2005

And/ or pass any other Order(s) as your Honour may

deem fit

And for this your appellant as in duty bound shall ever pray.

Mouni Yl
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VERIFICATION

[, Dr Mouri Ghosh, daughter of Dr Dharani Kanta Ghosh and Dr Tripti Das, marital
status unmarried, aged about 41 years, by faith Hindu, by occupation Teaching
Faculty at West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata, residing at
Prantik, Pearabagan Road (behind co-operative godown), Chinsurah, Hooghly -
712103, West Bengal, being an Indian Citizen, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare

as follows:-

1. That | am the RTI Applicant/Appellant of this Second Appeal before the Hon’ble
West Bengal Information Commission, and am well conversant with the facts and

circumstances of the above referred case..

2. That the statements made herein are true to my knowledge based on records and

the rest are my submissions to the Hon’ble West Bengal Information Commission.

2\ 1o 22
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To

The Regjstrar & SPIO

University of Kalyani

Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal-741235, India,

Sub: Application seeking copy of entire thesis of Dr Prof Goutan Paul of Department of Physiology,
submitted at University of Kalyani for award of D.Sc., under RTI Act 2005.

Sir,

| am an ex- Ph.D student/ research scholar of the Department of Physiology of this University. | was awarded
PhD from this University on 10.02.2014, and my PhD thesis titled “Effect of Inorganic Arsenic Compounds on
the Activity of Intestinal Smooth Muscles in Mammals: A Molecular Physiological Study” was submitied to tne
University of Kalyani, on 21.06.2013.

It has come to my notice that another subsequent thesis hased on the same or simiiar research/ subject matter,
titled “Understanding of efferent neurocrine mechanisms in inorganic arsenicals intiiced intrinsic reguiation
of the activity of visceral smooth muscle in albino rat: a molecular neurotoxicological study” had Been
submitted by Dr (Pref) Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology, University of Kalyan, and had peen arepted

for a successful award of D.Sc. by the University of Kalyani.

Hence, please provide me with a true copy of the aforementioned thesis i entirery, as submitied by Lr Prof
Goutam Paul within the stipulated period of 30 days from receipt of this application, as per R.T.1. Act 2005,

| declare that | am a citizen of india and | will duly pay costs for reprography or e-document.
Many Thanks

Sincerely

Dr. Mouri Ghosh 03. O?. Zqu

M.Sc. (Biophysics & iMolecular biology) & Adv. Diploma in Bioinformatics {University of Calcutta),
Ph.D. (University of Kalyani)

LLB {Fakirmohan University)

PG Diploma in Intellectual Property Rights Law (WB National University of Juridizal Soences)

Address for correspondence: Prantik, Pearabagan Road, (Behind Co-operative Godown), Chinsursh, Hoopaly,
PIN 712103, West Bengal.
e-mail: mouri.ghosh@pgmail.com, phone: 8902226324

Enclosed: IPO of Rs. 10.00 {number G§F206398 payable to University of Kalyani at Kaiyani-
741235)

. attontodl.
, MNewd W 13-10-22
adlented
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V& The Vice-Chancellor and Appellate Autﬁorlty to SPIO

University of Kalyani

Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal-741235, India.

-

Sub: First Appeal on non-delivery of information beyond more than the stipulated time of 30 days,
under Section 18 RTI Act, 2005

Ref: RTI Application dated 03.08.19 befo're the Registrar and SP10, University of Kalyani, seeking a copy
of the entire thesis of Prof (Dr) Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology, submitted at University of
Kalyani for award of D.Sc,, as applied under RT! Act 2005.

Sir,

| had made a RTI Application {copy enciosed herewith) on 03.08.19, seeking a copy of the entire thesis titled
“Understan_ding of efferent neurocrine mechanisms in inorganic arsenicals induced intrinsic regulation of the activity
of visceral smooth muscle in albino rat: a molecular neurotoxicological study” that had been submitted by Prof {Dr)
Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology, University of Kalyani and which had been accepted for a successful award
of D.Sc, by the University of Kalyani.

i had aiso mentioned that prior to the submission of this thesis by Prof {Dr) Goutam Paul, | had already submitted

rmy thesis titled “Effect of Inorganic Arsenic Compounds on the Activity of Intestinal Smooth Muscles in Mammals: A
Molecular Physiological Study” to the University of Kalyani, on 21.06,2013, for which | had been already awarded
PhD from this University on 10,02.2014. None other than Prof (Dr) Goutam Paul was my research guide.

Regarding the noticeable similarity of the research subject matter between my thesis ana tiie subsequent thesis
submitted by Prof {Dr) Goutam Paul, | had sought a copy of Prof (Dr) Goutam Paul’s thesis in its entirety and duly
submitted the necessary fees of Rs, 20/ by IPO {copy enclosed) as well.

However even after the stipulated 30 days for reply had surpassed, | have not'received any response. Notably the
said RT! Application had been delivered to University of Kalyani on 06.08.19 (copy of tracking details enclosed).

Hence this is my First Appeal as per provisions of RTI Act, 2005 requesting you to provide me a copy of the said thesis
of Prof {Dr} Goutam Paul within the stipulated time. Please denote the Official Details and Addrass of the Second
Appellate Authority (RTI) in your reply.

Many thanks : e

ENNESNRP {112k, ~f'f'§..%
WTITEERTEN MR TETETER T ]

Yours sincerely £ CHiNGASH A AOIBE
Caumssr Hoi2, 1B/69/281%, 13243
Meouni lgw"’{"’ g4 209 TorVIEE CHRCTLL URIVERITY BF BB
DINGFELTIS, Kabyani 45
Dr Mouri Ghosh FroncEAR] GHOGH, PEARATASAN D,

atiddmss e

Aateht T (CashTaneb 3

{frack ;ﬁ' it RBIEPETT ANV 20D
| {pial 188F Dh5 H5EB)

Address for correspondence: Prantik, Pearabagan Road, (Behind Co-operativ
PIN 712103, West Bengal, India.
e-mail: mouri.ghosh@gmail.com, phone: 8902226324
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University of Ka]yani KALYANI NADIA 741235 WEST BENGAL
- Ph. 033-2502 5762, 033-2582 1254 (O)[Ext. 245]

Tele Fax: 033-2582 8282/033-2582 2505
E-mail: registrarklyuniv@gmail.com

i KALYRHI S|

ii
[%R'\i@ Kalyani, Nadia

el il West Bengal — 741 235

1; Of_" tDebansu Ray registrar@klyuniv.ac.in

egistrar

No. 52/KU/RTI/19 /-5 - 9,065 Dated: 24.10.2019
To

Dr. Mouri Ghosh
Prantik, Pearabagan Road (Behind Co-Operative Godown)
Chinsurah, Hooghly, PIN-712103.

Sub: Information under R.T.I. Act, 2005
Ref. Your letters dated 03.08.2019 & 18.09.2019

Madain,
This is to inform you that the information and documents in Compact Disc containing the
D.Sc. thesis of Prof, (Dr.) Gautam Paul of Department of Physiology. University of

Kalyani, as sought for in your above referred letters, is annexed herewith.

Please acknowledge the receipt of the same.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

Enclo; One C.D. | ] ;\
mﬂmlea\ R gistrarf»'ﬂ( G\)S

Mourt Yheh- &
1%-10- 22 S.P.1.O.. Kalyani University.

REGISTRAR
Univarsity of Kalyani
Kalyal, Nadia-741235
West Bengal
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%% Gmall Mouri Ghosh <mouri.ghosh@gmail.com>

Similarity of thesis of Dr Mouri Ghosh and Prof (Dr) Goutam Paul |

2 messages

Mouri Ghosh <mourl.ghdsh@gmail.com=> Fri, Aug 23, 2019 at 11:28 AM

To: veklyuniv@gmail.com

To

The Vice Chancellor
Kalyani University
KALYANI

Respected Sir, _

| had submitted my thesis on 21.06.2013 to Kalyani:University for which | was awarded a PhD
degree on 2014. Subsequeritly, my erstwhile thesis guide, Prof (Dr) Goutam Paul of Deptt of
Physiology, Kalyani University had submitted a thesis on saine/ similar subject matter to the
same university for which he had been awarded a DSc degree.

The attached documents which details my RT1 application already submitted to the Registrar &
SPIO, Kalyani University to procure a copy of Dr Goutam Paul's said DSc thesis, is self
explanatory.

This is my fervent request to kindly take necessary steps in this matter on grounds of
transparency and plagiarism check in the spirit of UGG regulations.

Many thanks

Yours sincerely

Mouri Ghosh .

Ph.D., PG Diploma (Intellectual Property Rights Law)
LLB, Advanced Diploma (Bioinformatics)

M.Sc. (Biophysics & Molecular Biology)

3 attachments

GP RTI P1.pdf
B 397K

GP RTi P2,pdf
2] 992K

i) Track Conslgnment RTl Kalyanl.pdf
252K

Mouri Ghosh <mouri.ghosh@gmail.com>
Draft '

. [Quoted text hidden] _ Gﬂm
| Mt
3 attachments
Ll GP RTl P1.pdf ‘? !
307K

» GP RTI P2.pdf
B gork

-@ Track Consignment Rl Kalyanl.pdf
252K R

Fri, Aug 23, 2019 at 3:34 PM

https:ﬂmai1.goog1e.c0n1!mail!u10?ik=3000904031&vlew=pt&search=all&permlhid=mread-a%3Ar3080978159749942584&slmpl=msg-a%3Ar72469... i
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To

The Vice Chancellor

Kalyani University

Kalyani, Nadia, PIN - 741235

West Bengal, India

Sir,

Sub: Application for inquiry into allegations of plagiarism on part of Prof. Dr
Gautam Paul in his DSc thesis plagiarised from my earlier PhD thesis, as per UGC
(Promo:cion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarlsm in Higher

£ducational institutions) Regulations, 2018

Ref: My emall to your office dated Aug 23,2019

| am an ex- research scholar (University of Kalyani Registration No. - Ph.D/Re-

Regn./Physio/MG/2013, dated April 01, 2013) who had been registered in this University at

Department; of Physiology. My research guide was Prof, Dr Gautam Paul.

1 had succr:.‘.;ssf‘ully submitted my thesis at the University-of Kalyani on 21/06/2013 along with

fulfilling other.requirements for being awarded a PhD degree in 10/02/2014,

My thesis/ dissertation titie was: "Effect of Inorganic Arsenic Compounds on the Activity of
intestinal Smooth Muscles in Mammals: A Molecular Physiological Study"

Subsequenjcly, in 2015, the same Dr Gautam paul, my erstwhile research guide had submitted
a thesis to the same University of Kalyani titled:

*Understanding of Efferent Neurocrine Mechanisms in Inorganic Arsenicals Induced intrinsic
Repulation of the Activity of Visceral Smooth Muscle in Albino Rat: A Molecular

Neurotoxicological Study” for which he was awarded a DSc.

Pagelof3

25
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Neediess to say, his thesis is based on the same subject matter as my previously submitted

thesis. He had only changed some terms of the thesis title to make it look different.

Being suspicic;us 1 had applied for a copy of his thesis as per RTI ACT, 2005 [first on 03/08/19

{to the Registrar & SPI0) and again on 18/039/19 to the Appellate authority], and subsequent

to my First Ap:peal to your office | received a CD containing the impugned thesis of Dr Gautam

Paul from Uni.versity of Kalyanl, with accompanying letter dated 24/10/18.

7. Based on comparison of my earlier F;hD thesis and Dr Gautam Paul’s subsequent DSc thesis it
has become cr*,rstgl clear, that almost the whole of Dr Gautam Paul's thesis is based on my
earlier original work on the same subjeci£ ~Indicating that he has falsely claimed that his thesis
is an original work, and showing that he has plagiarised from my earlier submitted thesis.

8. Even the title of Dr Gautam Paul’s thesis hetrays that he has copied from my eariler work done
in the same laboratory of Department of Physiology at University of Kalyani.

a) My \;\rork is on “Inorganic Arsenic Compounds” which Dr Paul has substituted in his
subs;equent thesis as “inorganic arsenicals”.

b} My work studies the effects on “Activity of Intestinal Smooth Muscles in Mammals”
wh'u:.h Dr Gautam Paul has substituted in his subsequent thesis as “activity of visceral
stoth-muscIe in albino rat”,

¢} In félact, perusal of Dr Gautam paul’s DSC thesis reveals that the viscera that Dr Gautam
Paul has clalmed to have worked on is ‘intestine’, just as | had done in my earlier
reséarch/ thesis and the “Mammal” that 1 had worked on my earlier research/
submitted thesis, was ”albipo rat’,

d} M\& thesis was centred on “efferent neurocrine mechanisms” as mentioned in Dr
Ga;.jt_am Paul's subsequent thesis.

9. Itis evident Dr Gautam Paul had deliberately substituted terminologies even in the thesis title
as well as In the body/ content of hisrthesis, - a technique called synonymised plagiarism - in
an endeavour to avoid detection by software-based plagiarism detection tools. o e/ﬂ-—wg\

PagEZOfB [%“LO'?,.L
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10. Surprisingly, many of my co-research scholars at that contemporary period when | conducted
my research in the same topic in the same lab, has been acknowledged by Dr Gautam Paul,
yet he has deliberately omitted to acknowledge my name in his aforementioned DSc thesls,
which reinforces my claim of plagiarism by Dr Gautam Paul.

11. This is prima facie evidence of plaglarism by Dr Gautam Paul on my earlier research work and
hence, pursuant to my earlier e-mail (copy enclosed), | request you to conduct an enguiry in
this matter a.s per provislons of Uéc (!;romotlon of Academic Integrity and Prevention of
Plagiarism In Highger Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018 in the letter and spirit of

academic integrity and transparency, according to principles of natural justice.
Many thanks,

Yours sincerely,

MO‘W"’- g“? !ig 93-01-20200

Dr Mourl Ghosh

University of Kalyani Reglstration No.- Ph.D/Re-Regn./ Physlo/MG/2013, dated April 01, 2013
MSc, PhD, LLB

Advance Diploma (Bioinformatlcs)

Post Graduate Diploma (Intellectual Property Rights Law)

Ench: email dated 03/08/1%

cC: The Chairman, University Grants Cornmission {UGC), Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi - o
110002. »

it
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. 1710812020 Gmall - Plagiarism complaint against Dr Prof Goutam Paul, Deptt of Physiology 2?

%

QM Gmail Mouri Ghosh <mouri.ghosh@gmait.com>

Plagiarism complaint against Dr Prof Goutafn Paul, Deptt df |
Physiology

1 message

Mouri Ghosh <mouri.ghosh@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 17, 2020 at84'1 PM
To: veklyuniv@gmail.com

To

The Vice-Chancellor

University of Kalyani

Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal, PIN — 741235, India

Sub: Seeking information regarding my application for enquiry into
plagiarism of my PhD thesis by Professor Goutam Paul

Ref: My letter of complaint to the Vice Chancellor, University of
Kalyani, in the aforementioned matter dated 27/01/20

Respected Sir,

| am an ex- research scholar of Department of Physiology of this
University. My registration number is -
Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013, dated April 01, 2013} . My research
guide was Prof. Dr'Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology.

| am compelled to write you this letter over email as the ongoing
COVID-19 situation and related Government advisories that sequentially
discouraged public commute unless in case of utmost emergency. Also,
postal service has been erratic because of the same COVID-19.

| had lodged a complaint against Prof. Dr Goutam Paul as per UGC
(Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in
Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018 through my above
referenced letter to you, dated 27/01/20. That letter has been
delivered on 03/02/20 (according to Indiapost consignment tracker).
However, | have not yet received any communications from the
University since that time.

Hence, | request you to kindly inform me about:
1.  the present status of my complaint and how far any progress has
been made into the inquiry.

2. the sequential procedural steps to be taken based on my complaint WM

or details of established rules of the University, if any, that is MMW
required to be taken into complaints of plagiarism, and the possible 1% 1092
timeline of the same, so that | can myself prepare and comply

likewise.

https:#/mail.google.cormimallfu/0fh/nwi ukkggsgxdl?&lh=173fcf9eca133264&39FA[K¢X56b42bWu88Nv4021348017873lew&v=pt&s=s 112




« 1710812020 Gmail - Plagiarlsm complaint against Dr Prof Goutam Paul, Deptt of Physiology 3 O

3.  the date on which, my erstwhile guide, aforementioned Professor Dr
Goutam Paul of Depariment of Physiology, had been awarded DSc by the
University.

4,  whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been
submitted to INFLIBNET for upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and
date of submission and/ or upload of the same.

As my complaint also concerns an issue of public interest i.e.
‘academic integrity’ and ‘prevention of plagiarism’ | will be highly
obliged if you provide me with the above sought information as soon as
possible.

Many Thanks

Yours Sincerely,

Dr Mouri Ghosh

Address: Prantik, Pearabagan Road (behind co-operative godown),
Chinsurah, Hooghly, PIN — 712103

Email: mouri.ghosh@gmail.com

astonhed

"Mouri Ghosh™ W oo
Ph.D . PG Diploma {Intellectual Property Rights Law) 12-10.20
Advanced Diploma (Bioinformatics) '

M. Sc (Biophysics & Molecular Biology)

LLB

hitps:#frail.google.com/mailfu/0/h/nw1 ukkg85gxdi?&th=173fcfecal33264&ser=AlIKcX 86b42bWUBSNv402t348017 B7alFwwév=ptas=s
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To ToHREGISTRAR & §,UNIVERGITY CF KA
The Registrar and SPIO PIN:78i755, Yalyani HD

University of Kalyani FrondOURT BHISH | PEARRERGAN RD

" Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal, PIN — 741235, Indja .  Wt:20s )
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{Trark an s Sndiamask ame 1ot

Sub: Seeking information regarding my application for Inquiry into plagiarism of my PhD
thesis by Professor Goutam Paul (Department Of Physiology), as per Right to
Information Act, 2005 (as amended from time to time)

Ref: 1/ My letter of complaint to The VC, University of Kalyani, dated 27/01/20

2/ My email (yet to be replied) to the official email of The VC, University of
Kalyani dated 17/08/20

Sir,
I am an ex- research scholar of Department of Physiology of this University. My registration number

is - Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013, dated April 01, 2013), My research guide was Prof, Dr Goutam
Paul, :

| had lodged a complaint against my erstwhile thesis guide Dr Goutam Paul, as per UGC {Promotion
of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations,
2018 through my above referenced letter to the Respected Vice Chancellor, dated 27/01/20. That
letter has been delivered on 03/02/20. However, | have not yet received any communications from
the University. | had also emailed The VC on 17/08/20 seeking an update, but | have not yet received
any response. Hence, | request you to provide me the following information about;

1. the present status of my complaint and how far any progress has been made into the
inquiry.

2. (a)the subseduent sequential procedural steps to be taken based on my complaint and (b)
rules and regulations of the University, if any, concerning complaints of plagiarism, so that |
can myself F;repare and comply likewise,

3. the date on which aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology,
had been awarded DSc by the University based on his impugned thesis.

4. (a) whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to INFLIBNET
for upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and (b) the date of submission and/ or upload of

the same,

I wiil be highly obliged if you provide me with the above sought information within the stipulated
time of thirty days of receipt of this letter as per RTI Act, 2005.

Many Thanks

Yours Sincerely,

Haw—q‘%ﬁm [2:11 2020

Dr Mouri Ghosh

Address: Prantik, Pearabagan Road {behind co-operative godoWn), Chinsurah, Hooghly -512103

Emall: mouri.ghosh@gmail.com . Fees enclosed: IPO No.-04F 961332

akbonbes
M pvni
191029
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Track Consignment Quick help
* Indicates a required field.
* Consignment Number
EW264671857IN
Booked At Booked On Destinatlan Pincode Tariff  Article Type Delivery Location Delivery Confirmed On
Chinsurah HO 13H112020 13:27:04 741235 . 4130  Inland Speed Post Kalyani HO 231142020 16:13:23
Event Details For : EW264671857IN N T
Current Status : Item Delivery Confirmed o
Date “Time , Office | Event oo
2311172020 16:13:23 . Kalyani HQ Item Delivery Confirmed
231112020 11:28:55 - Kalyani HO - Out for Delivery
19111/2020 15,48:30 Kalyani HO ltern Onheld DOOR LOCKED
19/11/2020 11:10:02 Kalyani HO Qut for Delivery
19/11/2020 10:35:38 Kalyani HO llem Recsived -
15/1112020 14:49.17 Ranaghal [CH llem Dispatched
1511112020 13:37:55 Ranaghat ICH Item Bagged
1511112020 11:47:05 Ranaghat ICH Itern Received
131172020 22:30:55 Howrah ICH Item Dispatched
. . . -y
1311112020 22:27:21 Howrah ICH ltlem Bagged
131172020 20:37:31 Howrah ICH " Item Received
13M1/2020 16:24:58 Chinsurah HO ltem Dispatched
1311172020 15.50:16 Chinsurah HO flemn Bagged
131472020 13:27:04 Chinsurah HO llem Booked |
Home
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Forms
Opportunilies
Holidays
Feedback
Right To Information
Tenders India
Related siles
Website Policies
Contact Us
https:/wwvrindiapost.gov.in/_layouts/15/dop.portal.tracking/trackconsignment.aspx 1
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¥
To . : © 08/01/21
The Vice Chancellor and First Appellate Authority, RTI Act, 2005 I
University of Kalyani
Kalyani, Nadia, 741235, West Bengal, India
Sub: First appeal, RTI Act 2005

Madam/ Sir,

| had preferred RTI Application dt: 13/11/20 under Right to Information Act, 2005, before The SPIO &
Registrar, University of Kalyani and requested the following information regarding my complaint dated
27/01/20 against Prof br Goutam Paul, Deptt. of Physiology under University Grants Commission (Promotion
of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher Educational institutions) Regulations, 2018:

1. The present status of my complaint and how far any progress has been made into the inquiry.

2. (a} the subsequent sequential procedural steps to be taken based on my complaint and (b) rules and
regulations of the University, if any, concerning complaints of plagiarism, so that | can myseélf prepare
and comply likewise,

3. The date an which the aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam Paul of Department of Physiology, has
been awarded DSc by the University based on his iImpugned thesis.

4. (a) whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to INFLIBNET for
upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and (b) the date of submission and/ or upload of the same.

The said Appiication was received by the office of SPIO on 23/11/20 as per Indta Post tracker, As per section
7(1) of the RTI Act, the PIO is required to decide RTI application within 30 days from the date of its receipt.
However, the PIO did not decide the application within the stipulated time.

[Copy of RTI Application and India Post tracker are attached as Annexures A and B to this appeal.]
Grounds of appeal

The total time available for P10 to supply information Is 30 days in terms of section 7(1) read with section
7{(3)(a) of the Act, However, the PIO neither communicated his decision on my RTI Application nor supplied
information within stipulated time limit of 30 days. No respanse on the part of PIO is a deemed denial of
Informatlon in terms of section 7{2) of RT! Act, 2005.

PIO failed to supply information within 30 days and hence the applicant is entitled to receive information free
of charge in terms of section 7(6) of the Act.

Prayer

The present appeal be disposed off by this Hon'ble Appellate Authority, by providing the undersigned applicant
the sought information, free of cost within 30 days of its receipt as provided under section 19(6) of the Act.

Many thanks

Yours sincerely,

Heuni W

Dr Mouri Ghosh (Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013 dated April 1 2013}

e mmd R ae WTmdl Tty uu; [

Address: Prantik, Pearabagan Road (behind Co-operative  ow
Benigal, India
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To —
The Repistrar and SPIO
University of Kalyani

* Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal, PIN-7¢ 2.

e PP TS PN —— e —
R — i

Sub: Seeking information regarding my application for Inquiry into plagiarism of my PhD
thesis by Professor Goutam Paul {Department Of Physiology), as per Right to
Information Act, 2005 (as amended from time to time)

Ref: 1/ My letter of complaint to The VC, University of Kalyani, dated 27/01/20

2/ My email [yet to be replied) to the official email of The VC, University of
Kalyani dated 17/08/20

Sir,

| am an ex- research scholar of Department of Physiology of this University. My registration number
is - Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013, dated April 01, 2013). My research guide was Prof. Dr Goutam
Paul.

I had lodged & complaint against my erstwhile thesis guide Dr Goutam Paul, as per UGC (Promotion
of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism In Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations.
2018 through my above referenced letter to the Respected Vice Chancellor, dated 27/01/20. That
letter has been delivered on 03/02/20. However, | have not yet received any communications from
the University. | had also emailed The VC on 17/08/20 seeking an update, but | have.not yet received
any response, Hence, | request you to provide me the following information about:

1. the present status of my complaint and how far any progress has been made into the
inquiry. .

2. (a) the subsequent sequential procedural steps to be taken based on my complaint and (b)
rules and regulations of the University, if any, concerning complaints of plagiarism. so that !
can myself prepare and comply likewise.

3 th_e date on which aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam Paul of Department of Physiclogy,
had been awarded DSc by the University based on his Impugned thesis.

4. (a) whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to INFLIBNET

for upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and (b) the date of submission and/ or upload of

the same.

| will be highly obliged if you provide me with the abave sought information within the sti;;ulated
time of thirty days of receipt of this letter as per RTI Act, 2005. '

Many Thanks

Yours Sincerely,

Maaru %LM 0 13 ez

Or Mouri Ghosh

Address: Prant_ik, Pearabagan Road {behind co-operative godown), Chinsurah, Hooghly -712103

Email: mouri.ghosh@gmail.com . Fees enclosed: IPQ No. - 04F 961332 CUEX -%M
M sl
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Track Consignment

©  sSignin  Register

_You are here Home>> Track Consignment

Track Consignment

* Indicates & required field,

I * Consignment Number
EW264671857IN
Booked At Booked On Destlnation Pincode Tatiff  Article Type Delivery Location
Chinsurah HO 13/11/2020 13:27:04 741235 41,30  Inland Speed Post Kalyani HO

Event Details For : EW264671857IN
Current Status ; ltem Delivery Confirmed

Date Time Office Event

2311112020° 16:13:23 Kalyanl HO Ttem Delivery Confirmed
2311112020 - 112EES Kalyanl HO Qut for Delivery
1811142020 16:48:30 Kalyani HO Item Onhold BOOR LOCKED
18r11/2020 11:10:02 Kalyanl HO Out tor Delivery
1941142020 10:35:38 Kalyanl HO ltem Received
15111/2020 14:49:17 Ranaghal ICH {tern Dispatched
151172020 LR TE T Ranaghat ICH ltam Bagged

15/11/2020 11:47:05 Ranaghat ICH item Received
13/11/2020 22:30:55 Howrah ICH llem Dispatched
13112020 222121 Howrah ICH Item Bagged
1311172020 20:37:31 Howrah ICH Item Received
131172020 16:24:56 Chinsurah HO Item Dispalched
1311/2020 15:50:16 Chinsurah HO llem Bagged
13111/2020 ,13:27:04 Chinsurah HO Item Bookad

Home
Aboul Us
Forms
QOpportunities
Holidays
Feedback
Right To Information

Tenders India
Related sites
Website Policies
Contact Us

hups:mw.rw.lndiaposl.gov.lnl_layoutéﬁ Sidop.portal.tracking/rackconsignment.aspx

Quick help

Delivery Confirmed On
23/11/2020 16:13:23
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Track Consignment
0 O  Signin  Register
v A & = o4 a
AR Sl
_You are here Home>> Track Consignment
Track Consignment Quick help
* Indicates a required field.
* Consignment Number
EW3505539832IN
Booked At Booked On Destination Tariff Article Type  Delivery Delivery Confirmed
Pincode l.ocation On
Chinsurah 08/01/2021 741235 41.30 Inland Speed Kalyani HO 13/01/2021 15:54:40
HO 12:52:21 ' Post
Event Details For : EW350553932IN
Current Status : ltem Delivery Confirmed
Date Time Office Event
13/01/2021 15:54:40 Kalyani HO ltem Delivery Confirmed
13/01/2021 11:42:21 Kalyani HO Qut for Delivery
12101/20214 15:40:35 Kalyani HO ltern Onhold DOOR LOCKED
1210172024 11:38:43 Kalyani HO Out for Delivery
12/01/2021 11:02;07 Kalyani HO ltem Received
08/01/2021 20:58:16 Kolkata NSH ltem Received
08/01/2021 14:08:29 Chinsurah HO ltem Dispatched
08/01/2021 14:04:16 Chinsurah HO ltem Bagged
08/01/2021 12:52:21 Chinsurah HO Iter Booked
Home
About Us
Forms ableatod
Opportunities M&UWL
Holidays
Feedback 131029~

Right To Information

Tenders India

https:iiwww.indiapost.govin/_ayouts/1 5/dop.portal Jfrackingftrackcensignment.aspx
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To TorTHE FERICTAGE INHUERTTY F ¥
P TAITE Valvani MO

The Registrar and SPIO Frosst HRRT B4 PRTIC PO
Bt 1Snre '

University of Kalyani Betidl T8{FzchiTaysh T8

fTraek on e indignnsh aov ind

(Rl LERHIAAARAS fEsar Fache Gtay aied

Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal, PIN - 741235

Sub: Seeking information regarding my complaint for inquiry into
plagiarism of my PhD thesis by Professor Goutam Paui {Deptt. of

Physiology) as per RT! Act, 2005 (as amended from time to time).
Ref: my letter of complaint to The VC, Kalyani University dated 27/01/2020
Sir,

| am an ex- research scholar of this University. | did my PhD from Department of Physiology
under my then research guide Professor Goutam Paul. My registration number was
Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013 dated April 1% 2013. Professor Goutam Paul subsequently
was awarded a D.Sc. by this University based on his thesis which has been substantially
plagiarised from my identical thesis that had been successfully accepted for my PhD

previously.

| had complained to The Vice Chancellor, Kalyani University by a letter dated 27/01/2020 on
grounds of plagiarism as per UGC {Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of
Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institutions) Regulafions, 2018 and sought an inquiry into

my complaint.
However, | have not yet received any communications in this matter from the University.
Hence | request you to furnish me the following information under RTI Act, 2005 about:

1. The present status of my complaint and how far any progress has been made

into the inquiry.

2. (a) the subsequent sequential procedural steps to be taken by the University
hased on my complaint and {b) rules and regulations of the University, if any,

concerning complaints of plagiarism, so that | can myself prepare and comply

likewise. athonesk
Mews. 2phund.

Page 1of2 1. 1020



4. (a) whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to

INFLIBNET for upload to “Shodh Ganga e-repository” and (b) the date of

submission and/ or upload of the same,

response. Now that the Coronavirus

restrictions to functioning of the University have been

largely lifted by the Government, | will be expecting a response from you within the

stipulated time of 30 days as per RTI
Many thanks

Yours sincerely

Mowne Jefieh 19.4.99

Dr Mouri Ghosh

Act 2005,

(Ph.D/Re-Regn./PhysiO'/MG/2013 dated April 1t 2013)

Address: Prantik, Pearabagan Road (
712103, West Bengal, India,

behind Co-operative godown), Chinsurah, Hooghly, PIN-

Fees enclosed IPO no, Of-rquqS’@_ Rz, IU/‘

Mol by
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_You are here Home>> Track Consignment

Track Consignment

* Indicates a required field.

* Consignment Number

EW026062413IN

Booked At

Chinsurah
HO

Booked On

17/06/2022
13:43:08

Destination
Pincode

741235

Event Details For : EW0D26062413IN
Current Status : ltem Delivery Confirmed

Date

20/06/2022
20/06/2022
20/06/2022
20/06/2022
19/06/2022
194/06/2022
19/06/2022
19/06/2022
19/06/2022
19/06/2022
18/06/2022
18/06/2022
18/0612022
18/06/2022
1810612022
18/06/2022
18/06/2022
1711612022
1710612022
17/06/2022
1710612022
17406/2022

Time

17:09:53
14:49:03
12:59:07
12:31:57
21:36:03
19:44:43
16:12:37
15:33:28
11:46:32
00:08:44
23:54:34
08:40:23
03:21:47
02:35:16
02:33.45
02:28:14
02:24:43
21:42:15
16:19:41
15:49:43
15:45:24
13:43:08

Office
Kaiyani HO

Track Consignment

Sign In Register
v b & et & Q
7
At
A ghotsay
Quick help
fudige M .
e Mge,
Tariff Article Type Delivery Delivery Confirmed
Location On
41.30 Inland Speed Kalyani HO 20/06/2022 17:09:52
Post
Event

Kalyani HO (Beat Number:9}

Kalyani HO

‘Kalyani HO

RANAGHAT RMS TMO
RANAGHAT RMS TMOQ
Ranaghat ICH
Ranaghat ICH

Ranaghat ICH

RANAGHAT RMS TMO
RANAGHAT RMS TMO
Kolkata RMS Mails TMO
Kolkata RMS Mails TMO

Howrah Ground Mail Agent
Howrah Ground Mail Agent

Howrah ICH
Howrah ICH
Howrah ICH
Chinsurah HO
Chinsurah HO
Chinsurah HO
Chinsurah HO

Item Delivery Confirmed

Item Delivered [To: Register (Addressee) )

Qut for Delivery
Itemn Received
ltem Dispatched
Item Received
{tern Dispatched
ltem Bagged
llem Received
Item Dispatched
ltemn Received
Item Dispatched
Item Received
Item Dispatched
ltem Received
ltem Dispatched
item Bagged
Item Received
ltem Dispatched
ltem Bagged
ltem Bagged

Item Booked

https:/Awww.indiapost.gov.in/_fayouts/1 S/IDOP.Portal Tracking/T) rackConsignment.aspx

akested

\F{OL2—

112



.. 10

To e o .
The Hon’ble-Vice cthancellor and ,App.ellate,Aujtahori;cy,;}(-ﬂ"ﬁl._-_A‘t.:-‘ft‘-‘)ﬂ L

Kalyani University
Kalyani, Nadia - 741 235
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Track Consignment Quick help

* Indicates a required field.

* Consignment Number
EW224795734IN

ERE

Bboked At Booked On Destination Tariff Article Type  Delivery Delivery Confirmed
Pincode Location On e
Chinsurah  27/08/2022 741235 41.30 Inland Speed Kalyani HC 31/08/2022 14:54:55
HO 11:38:33 . Post
Event Details For : EW224795734IN
Current Status : item Delivered [To: VC. Ku]
Date  Time | Office Event
31i/08/2022 ‘ 15:05:13 o Kalyani HO {Beat Number:9) item Delivered [To: VC. Ku)
31/08/2022 14:54:55 - Kalyani HO Item Delivery Confirmed
31/08/2022 10:43:29 Kalyani HO Out for Delivery
31/08/2022 - 10:17:09 Kalyani HO Item Received
31/08/2022 02:46:32 Ranaghat ICH Item Dispatched
31/08/2022 02:43:56 Ranaghat ICH Item Bagged
30/08/2022 20:4.7:06 Ranaghat ICH ltem Received
30/08/2022 19:49:18 RANAGHAT RMS TMO Item Dispatched ' -
30/08/2022 ﬂ 08:57:16 Kolkata RMS Mails TMO Item Dispatched
30/08/2022 , 05-:03—:.40 ! Kolkata RMS Mails TMO ltern Received
29/08/2022 ’ 03:27:24. BERHAMPORE WB RMS TMO ltern Dispatched
29/08/2022 03:21:12 ‘ BERHAMPéRE WB RMS TMO ltem Received
29/08!2022 . 632603 N *ﬁéer;\;r;h;re"lCH o Item Dispatched
29/08/2022 00:25:55 Berhampore ICH Item Received
28/08/2022 23:27:49 BERHAMPORE WB RMS TMO ltem Dispatched
28/08/2022 23:17:46 BERHAMPORE WB RMS TMO ltem Received ]i i
28/08/2022 - ;14:08157; Kolkata RMS Mails TMO ltem Dispatched M N
28/08/2022 14:07:08 Kolkata RMS Mails TMO Item Received M oy
{2 -loa
28/08/2022 04:26:25 Howrah Ground Mail Agent Itern Received
hltgf:llmm.indiapnst.gov.in!_layo-utsn5Idop.purtal.trackingltrackconsignment.aspx 13



thioer2022, 16:04 Track Consignment 4 3
608!2022 03:05:34 Howrah ICH ltem Dispatched
28/08/2022 01:49:20 Howrah ICH liem Bagged
27/08/2022 21:54:14 Howrah ICH ltem Received
27/08/2022 C14:41:34 Chinsurah HO | [tem Dispatched
2710812022 T 14: 32-1:1 o _(Shiﬁ;Jra;h HO T ltem Bagged
27/08/2022 11'39'33 Chinsurah HO ltern Booked
04/07/2022 18 13:34 - Maydah BO - 1tem Delivery Confirmed
30/06/2022 09 24 29- - Joynagar Majllpur SO | Dispaiched to BO
30/06/2022 08 23 57. Joynagar Majilpur SO ltem Received
30/08/2022 04:04:07 SMO SEALDAH RMS TMO tem Dispatched »
30/06/2022 03:54:05 SMO SEALDAH RMS TMO ltem Received
30/06/2022 03:45:05 | Sealdah [CH Jtern Dispatched
30/06/2022 03'08'46 Sealdah ICH Jtern Bagged
29/06/2022 - 21 26 3 | Sea[daﬁ iCH ltem Received
29/06/2022 18 28 o7 .1. Sealda.h MBC BPC item Dispatched
29/06/2022 '18 13 00 Sea[déh MBC BPC ltem Bagged
~ 29/06/2022 16 40 38 i E VSeaIdah MBC BPC ltem Booked
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e {Jnjversity of Kalyant L

e KALYANI, NADIA, 741235, WEST BENGAL
151 oy e Fo G525 7, 3252 7 0P 5
Howeem o] West Bengal — 741 235 E-mail: deputyregistrar@klyuniv.ac.in
Dr. Indrani Karar Web: www.klyuniv.ac.in
Deputy Registrar
No. 48/KURTIY22/ S - 263 Dated: 05.09.2022
o
To
Dr. Mouri Ghosh
Prantik, Pearabagan Road,
Chinsurah, Hooghiy,
Pin: 712103

Sub: Information under R.T.I. Act, 2005.

Madam,
In response to your letters dated 17.06.2022 and 25.08.2022 regarding Information sought
for under the Right to Information Act, 2005. Accordingly, the process is running to collect

the information. So, kindly bear with us.

Thanking you.
Yours faithfully,
\3"“?/&93 } 20,
Dy. Registrar
&
S.P.1.0., Kalyani University.

Dy. Registrar
University of Kalyant




Pro.

To

The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor and
First Appellate Authority (RTI Act}
Kalyani University

Kalyani, Nadia - 741 235

Sub: Reminder for deadline, information sought under RT! first appeal dated
25/08/22 A

Ref:

1. My complaint dated 27/01/2020, against Professor Dr Goutam Paul alleging
plagiarism in his DSc thesis copied from my previous PhD thesis completed
successfully at Kalyani University based on University Grants Commission
{Promotion of Academic integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher
Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018

2. Letter No. 48/KU/RTI/22/S - 263 dated 05/09/22 from The Deputy Registrar,
University of Kalyani

Dear Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,

| would like to thank you and the University for responding to my RT! Application
dated 17/06/22 and my First Appeal to your office dated 25/08/22 and asking me to
be patient as the “process is running to coltect the information” vide the above
referenced letter dated 05/09/22.

But recent revelations in reputed Bengali vernacular dailies Dainik Statesman {dated
15th September 2022) and Bartaman patrika {dated 16" September 2022) highlight
the fact that previously a complaint of plagiarism was lodged against Prof
Debaprasad Sikdar (until very recently, a Dean) of this same University of Kalyani,
regarding his PhD thesis submitted/ conferred around 1995.

The newspaper reports further reveal that this University had created obstacles and
deliberately delayed inquiry into that plagiarism complaint and had also dragged
their feet in responding to related RTI applications. Noticeably the report further
states that Prof Debaprasad Sikdar has been very recently found guilty of plagiarism
and removed from his post'. This amounts to a time span of more that 25 years that
this University had kept validating his tainted thesis.

insofar as my own plagiarism complaint against Prof Goutam Paul's DSc theses, | am
totally in the dark as to what steps (if any) has been taken by this University save an
except providing me with a CD containing an unsigned pdf copy of Prof Paul's DSc
thesis in response to a previous RTi application in 201S.

Hence | have reasons to be apprehensive whether history is being repeated in this
University with regard to my plagiarism complaint against Prof Goutam Paul {until

atented
Mo
12- Lo



recently Pro-VC), given this antecedent conspiracy of silence amongst academics in
high places in this University.
Hence, this is a gentle reminder that my First Appeal has reached your office on 31¢
August 2022 (vide Indiapost tracking) and the deadline for providing the sought
information is thirty days from receipt (which calculates to 30t September 2022), as
per Section 19(6) of RTI Act, 2005 which is been reproduced hereinbelow for ready
reference:
“An appeal under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) shall be
disposed of within thirty days of the receipt of the appeal or
within such extended period not exceeding a total of forty-five
days from the date of filing thereof, as the case may be, for
reasons to be recorded in writing.”

So, as you can appreciate, in case thic deadline is missed and since my complaint
against plagiarism is pending for a long time, my hands would be forced to approach
higher authorities for further redressal.

Many Thanks
Yours sincerely

M eund
fAa-4 -9
Dr Mouri Ghosh

Kalyani University Registration Number: Ph.D/Re-Regn./Physio/MG/2013 dated
01/04/13

Address: Prantik, Pearabagan Road, Chinsurah, Hooghly, PIN - 712103
Mob: 9674339431, Email: mouri.ghosh@gmail.com

Enclosed:

1. Letter No. 48/KU/RTI/22/S - 263 dated 05/09/22 from The Deputy Registrar,
University of Kalyani  { P2ge 3)

2. Printout of report from Dainik Statesman e-paper dated 15/09/22 ¢ pefe )

3. Printout of Google Translate English version of report from Bartaman Patrika

dated 16/09/22 C.FA%C, g)

Copy to: The Chairman, University Grants Commission, Bahadur Shah Zafar
Marg,New Delhi - 110002. o :

7ar

 attened,
Mol [,
1210 13-
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-Umversa’ry of Kalyani KALYANL NADIA. 741235, WEST BENGAI
Kalyani, Nadia Ph. 033-2582 8756, 033-2582 8378 (UNT AL ot

e e e oo - Fax: 00-94-33-2582-2505
*%W estB emgga.l;;’]ﬂ}l 235 E-mail: deputyregistrar@klyuniv.ac.in

CD?' Indrani Kﬁlﬁmf Web: www.klyuniv.ac.in- e
Deputy Registrar

No. 48/KURTL22/ S - 263 Dated: 05.09.2022

To
Dr. Mouri Ghosh .
Prantik, Pearabagan Road,
Chinsurah, Hooghiy,
Pin: 712103
Sub: Information under R.T.]. Act, 2005. -

Madam,
In response to your letters dated 17.06.2022 and 25.08.2022 regarding Information sought
for under the Righttedinformation Act, 2005. Accordingly, the process is running to collect

the information. So, kindly bear with us.

Thanking you.
Yours faithfully,

b
Dy. Registrar
&
S.P.I1.O., Kalyani University.

Dy. Registrar
University of Kalyanl .

Akerked
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Correspondent, Kzlyani: Dean of the Faculty of Education, Kalyani University Proll Debprasad

- Shikder is facing controversy for allegedly plagiarizing the rescarch paper of a vescarcher in the
Department of Education. Not even a little bit, the investigation reveated that Ablsisandarbha or
thesis paper las been completely copied. However, the comploint was raised long age. The tinal
report of the three-member inguiry committee accepted the allegations. Professor Shantinath

- Sarkar applicd to the University authorities secking informution under the Right to Informution
Acl. He also complained lo the university suthoritics about this scveral times, An inguiry into the
mutter was conducied during Alokkumar Buacrices tenure u§ Vice-Chancellor. Bul the
investigation report was suppressed for political reasons. At present, Devprasadbabu has been
banncd from coming to te Dean's office and Lus been asked 1o answer the amiter, A repor lius
ulso been sent to the Higher Education Depurtmient. Accordwng to the sources, disciplinary action
may be taken aguinst Profissor Shikder os per rules ond fuws. In this regard, the director of
public relutions department of the university, Prof. Sujuyukumar Mondal suid, the matter was
decided in the working comunitice mecfing of the university. He is removed from Dean's puih.
Allegedly, Debprasad Shikder copied the entire PhD thesis of Professor Swadesranan Samanl.
The matter wus decided in the working conunitiee meeting of Yae university. Ha is removed from
Deans puth. Allegedly, Debprusnd Shikder copied the entire PhU thesis of Professor
Swadesranjan Samant. The motter was decided in the working commitiee meeting of the
university. He is removed from Dean'’s path. Allegedly, Debprasud Shikder copicd the enure Phid
thesis of Professor Swadesranjan Samant. 5
Devprasad Babu received his PID degree by submilting a thesis entitled 'A Comparative Study of
Teaching Biology in Different Courses at the Migher Sccondary Level in Wesl Bengad,
Swadesranjanbabus research was titled, A Comparitive Study of Teaching Physics i Differcat
Courses at the Higher Sccondary Levels in West Bengal' It wus evaluated by the examiner in
1695, Compluinunt Professor Shantinath Surkar suid, § Iave been compluining for o long time.
But the university administration has not taken any action so far,
1 am happy with the eureent administrotion. Dibyendu Blattacharya, another professor of the
Department of Education, said that his thesis is completely bogus. Despite such complaints,
when he was clected as the dean of the Faculty of Education in 2020, he resigned from vartous
positions in the university, including the depuriment head, in protest.
Now to see, finzlly whut kind of disciplinory uction the university authoritics take on 100%
thesis plagjarisin.
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‘ %% University of Kalyani
Nzl Kalyani, Nadia

rmenvie] west Bengal — 741 235
Dr. Indrani Karar

Deputy Registrar

No. 48(1)/KU/RTI/22 / £-29¢

To

Dr. Mouri Ghosh

Prantik, Pearabagan Road,
Chinsurah, Hooghly,

Pin: 712103-

Mz

20

KALYANI, NADIA, 741235, WEST BENGAL
Ph. 033-2582 8750, 033-2582 8378 (O)[Ext. 236]
Fax: 00-91-33-2582-2505

E-mail: deputyregistrar@klyuniv.ac.in

Web: www . klyuniv.ac.in

Dated: 14.09.2022

Sub: Information under R.T.1. Act, 2005.

Madam,

In continuation to our letter No. 48/KU/RTI/22/S-263, dated 05/06.09.2022, this is to inform
you that since it is a 3™ party case, as per Section 11 of R.T.I. Act, 2005, we seek the

consent from the third party, but the third party informed the undersigned not to disclose the

information to other.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully,

M|

Dy. Registrar
& \
S.P.1.0O., Kalyani University.

Dy, Registrar
University of Kalyant
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Wepavtment of Physickoqy
FACULTY OF SCIENCE
UNIVERSITY OF KALYANE *
PROI‘E‘SSOR GOUTAM PAUL

-Iml\ram 741"% WestBeiygal w8
b'7 2220/8750(Fxtn 335}

.,&%
&
- e AT
This is to certify that Ms. Mouri: G 3 search student of this Universily from

Jan 2007 il date. She o “for T{Ph‘uD. degree in P-hiz“i’t")'lb”g?"'“"’g"‘"m

(Science) under my supenvision. T title nec “thesis .is “Effect Of inorganic  Arsenic

Compounds On The Activity Of Inres!ma! Smoorh Musn’e In Mammal: A Molecular Physiological
- - by s ‘..,‘...,,7_;: P e - ey - m’*ﬁ

Study”.

She has completed her bench work and . fulﬂled all the objeciives of her thesis successfully.

e & n”ﬁif_ﬁ*.g%
She is now writing her thesis for SUbETHSSlOI’l

({ ProfessoF GoutariPad Ef'-' n‘*ﬁ%’*‘?ﬁ
ol 2nted Dr. GoUTAM py
. PROF ESSOR R

*Umverslty of I?aﬁﬂ:;?gy
yani, West Benga]
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Phone Off.: 2582-2505,2582-8750.

: 2582-8477, 2582-8220,
(033) 2592 6514
Ny Tel Fax.00-91-33-2582-2510
mail. - kaoushikkm2001@gmail.com
o . doku@kiyuniv.ac.in

KALYANE.

June 25, 2013

g
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Cortified thatiSm. Mouid

Physiology Faculty of:Science Uni

versity‘of-Kalyani, West Bengal, submitted het
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> ?~ il

2 _‘-..‘;J,"é):;\-wi-” . , -
SCEESHIN-MAMMALS: A MOLECULAR

1043 Tor consideration by this University.
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PHYSIOLOGICAL STUBY

Developme
Development Officer

University of Kalyahi
Kalyani-741235, Nadia
Wast Bengal, India
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No.Ph.O,/ Plhysio./MG/34(27)/2014

To

Sm. Mouri Ghosh
Department of Bliysiology
University of Kalyani
Kabyani 741 235

West Bengal

INDIA
Dear Scholar, ) :
May I inform you that on the 'rgzga.u: z

of Ph.D. CDegf‘ee of* tfm 'Unwemty and-on tﬁe perfor

vide U.ord.74 (f'ld'm. ) (m) you liafae Eeen =azfmt.ttec[

Title of the Thesis:

“Effect of Inorganic Arsenic Compounds o' -rhe Achv
A Molecular Physiclogical Study” o

: ‘E;{dminaﬁons

e B oanf of "E.xmnmers on tf feit

! _'y _'yau for’ tf e awan[

?3571:4173110,2014-

Umversmty of Kalyam
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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NOTIFICATION

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION (PROMOTION OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PREVENTION
OF PLAGIARISM IN HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS) REGULATIONS, 2018

New Delhi, the 23¢d July, 2018
F. 1-18/2010(CPP-1I),—
Preamble

Whereas, University Grants Commission (UGC), as per UGC Act, 1956, is mandated to coordinate and
determine the standards of higher education;

And whereas, assessment of academic and research work done leading to the partial fulfillment for the award of
degrees at Masters and Research level, by a student or a faculty or a researcher or a staff, in the form of thesis,
dissertation and publication of research papers, chapters in books, full-fledged books and any other similar work, reflects
the exient to which elements of academic integrity and originality are observed in various relevant processes adopted by
Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs);

Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause () of Section 12 read with clauses (f) and (g) of sub-
section (1) of Section 26 of the University Granis Commission Act, 1956, the University Grants Commission hereby
makes the following regulations:-

1. Short title, application and commencement —~

a. These regulations shall be called the University Grants Commission (Promotion of Academic Integrity and
Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018.

b. They shall apply to the students, facully, researchers and staff of all Higher Educational Institutions in the
country.

¢, These regulations shall come into farce from the date of their notification in the Official Gazette,
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2. Definitions -

In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires—

a.

[

“Academic Integrity” is the intellectual honesty in proposing, performing and reporting any activity, which
leads to the creation of intellectual property;

“Author” includes a student or a faculty or a researcher or staff of Higher Educational Institution (HEI) who
claims to be the creator of the work under consideration;

“Commission” means the University Grants Commission as defined in the University Grants Commission
Act, 1956;

"Common Knowledge" means a well known fact, quote, figure or information that is known to most of the
people;

“Degree” means any such degree specified by the University Grants Commission, by notification in the
Official Gazette, under section 22 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956;

“Departmental Academic Integrity Panel” shall mean the body constituted at the departmental level to
investigate allegations of plagiarism;

“Faculty” refers to a person who is teaching and/or guiding students enrolled in an HEI in any capacity
whatsoever i.e. regular, ad-hoc, guest, temporary, visiting etc;

“Higher Educational Institwtion (HEI)” means a university recognized under section 2(f) of the UGC Act,
1956 or an institution deemed to be university under section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956 or an affiliating college
/institution or a constituent unit of a university;

“Information"” includes data, message, text, images, sound, voice, codes, computer programs, software and
databases or microfilm or computer generated microfiche;

“Institutional Academic Integrity Panel” shall mean the body constituted at Institutional level to consider
recommendations of the departmental academic integrity panel and take appropriate decisions in respect of
allegations of plagiarism and decide on penalties to be imposed. Tn exceptional cases, it shall investigate
allegations of plagiarism at the institutional level;

“Notification” means a notification published in the Official Gazette and the expression “notify” with its
cognate meanings and grammatical variation shall be construed accordingly;

“Plagiarism™ means the practice of taking someone else’s work or idea and passing them as one’s own.
“Programme” means a programme of study leading to the award of a masters and research lavel degree;
“Researcher” refers to a person conducting academic / scientific research in HEls;

“Seript” includes research paper, thesis, dissertation, chapters in books, full-fledged books and any other
similar work, submitted for assessment / opinion leading to the award of master and research level degrees
or publication in print or electronic media by students or faculty or researcher or staff of an HET; however,
this shall exclude assignments / term papers / project reports / course work / essays and answer scripts etc.:

“Source” means the published primary and secondary material from any source whatsoever and includes
written information and opinions gained directly from other people, including eminent scholars, public
figures and practitioners in any form whatsoever as also data and information in the electronic form be it
audio, video, image or text; Information being given the same meaning as defined under Section 2 (1) (v) of
the Information Technology Act, 2000 and reproduced here in Regulation 2 (1);

“Staff” refers to all non-teaching staff working in HEIs in any capacity whatsoever i.e. regular, temporary,
contractual, outsourced etc.;

“Student” means a person duly admitted and pursuing a programme of study including a research programme
in any mode of study (full time or part-time or distance mode);

“University” means a university established or incorporated by or under a Central Act, a Provincial Act or a
State Act, and includes an institution deemed 10 be university under section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956;

“Year” means the academic session in which a proven offence has been committed.

Words and expressions used and not defined in these regulations but defined in the University Grants Commission Act,
1956 shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in UGC Act, 1956.

56
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3, Objectives
3.1 To create awareness about responsible conduct of research, thesis, dissertation, promotion of academic

integrity and prevention of misconduct including plagiarism in academic writing among  student, faculty,
researcher and staff,

3.2 To establish institutional mechanism through education and training to facilitate responsible conduct of
research, thesis, dissertation, promotion of academic integrity and deterrence from plagiarism.
3.3. To develop systems to detect plagiarism and to set up mechanisms to prevent plagiarism and punish a student,
faculty, researcher or staff of HEI committing the act of plagiarism.
4. Duties of HEI:

Every HEI should establish the mechanism as prescribed in these regulations, to enhance awareness about responsible
conduct of research and academie activities, to promote academic integrity and to prevent plagiarism.

5. Awarcness Programs and Trainings:

(a)

(b

(c)

HEI shall instruct students, faculty, researcher and staff about proper attribution, seeking permission of the
author wherever necessary, acknowledgement of source compatible with the needs and specificities of
disciplines and in accordance with rules, international conventions and regulations governing the source.

HEI shall conduct sensitization seminars/ awareness programs every semester on responsible conduct of
research, thesis, dissertation, promotion of academic integrity and ethics in education for students, faculty,
researcher and staff.

HEI shall :

i. Include the cordinal principles of academic integrity in the curricula of Undergraduate
(UG)/Postgraduate (PG)/Master’s degree etc. as a compulsory course work/module.

ii. Include elements of responsible conduct of research and publication ethics as a compulsory course
work/module for Masters and Research Scholars.

ii. Include elements of responsible conduct of research and publication ethics in Orientation and
Refresher Courses organized for faculty and staff members of the HEL

iv. Train student, faculty, researcher and staff for using plagiarism detection tools and reference
management tools.

V. Establish facility equipped with modern technologies for detection of plagiarism.

vi. Encourage student, faculty, researcher and staff to register on international researcher's Registry
systems,

6. Curbing Plagiarism

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

g

h)

HEI shall declare and implement the technology based mechanism using appropriate software so as lo ensure
that documents such as thesis, dissertation, publications or any other such documents are free of plagiarism at
the time of their submission.

The mechanism as defined at (a) above shall be made accessible to all engaged in research work including
student, faculty, researcher and staff etc.

Every student submitting a thesis, dissertation, or any other such documents to the HEI shall submit an
undertaking indicating that the document has been prepared by him or her and that the docurent is his/her
original work and free of any plagiarism,

The undertaking shall include the fact that the document has been duly checked through a Plagiarism detection
tool approved by the HEI.

HEI shall develop a policy on plagiarism and get it approved by its relevant statutory bodiesfauthorities. The
approved policy shall be placed on the homepage of the HEI website.

Each supervisor shall submit a certificate indicating that the work done by the researcher under him / her is
plagiarism free,

HEI shall submit to INFLIBNET soft copies of all Masters, Research program’s dissertations and thesis within
2 month after the award of degrees for hosting in the di gital repository under the “Shodh Ganga e-repository”.

HEI shall create Institutional Repository on institute website which shall include dissertation / thesis / paper /
publication and other in-house publications.
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7. Similarity checks for exclusion from Plagiarism
The similarity checks for plagiarism shall exclude the following:
i.  All quoted work reproduced with all necessary permission and/or attribution.
ii.  All references, bibliography, table of content, preface and acknowledgements.
iii.  All generic terms, laws, standard symbols and standards equations.
Note:

The research work carried out by the student, faculty, researcher and staff shall be based on original ideas, which shall
include abstract, summary, hypothesis, observations, results, conclusions and recommendations only and shall not have
any similarities. It shall exclude a common knowledge or coincidental terms, up to fourteen (14) consecutive words.

8. Levels of Plagiarism
Plagiarism would be quantified into following levels in ascending order of severity for the purpose of its definition:
i.  Level 0: Similarities upto 10% - Minor similarities, no penalty
ii.  Level I: Similarities above 10% to 40%
iii.  Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60%
iv.  Level 3: Similarities above 60%
9. Detection/Reporting/Handling of Plagiarism

If any member of the academic community suspects with appropriate proof that a case of plagiarism has happened in any
document, he or she shall report it to the Departmental Academic Integrity Panel (DAIP). Upon receipt of such a
complaint or allegation the DAIP shall investigate the matter and submit its recommendations to the Instituticnal
Academic Integrity Panel (JAIP) of the HEL

The authorities of HEI can also take swomorm notice of an act of plagiarism and initiate proceedings under these
regulations. Similarly, proceedings can also be initiated by the HEI on the basis of findings of an examiner. All such
cases will be fnvestigated by the [AIP,

10. Departmental Academic Integrity Panel (DAIP)
i.  All Departments in HEI shall notify a DATP whose composition shall be as given below:
a.  Chairman - Head of the Department
b.  Member - Senior academician from outside the department, to be nominated by the head of HEL

c. Member - A person well versed with anti plagiarism tools, to be nominated by the Head of the
Department.

The tenure of the members in respect of points *b' and '¢* shall be two years. The quorum for the meetings
shall be 2 out of 3 members (including Chairman).

ii. ~ The DAIP shall follow the principles of natural justice while deciding about the allegation of plagiarism against
the student, faculty, researcher and staff.

iii. ~ The DATP shall have the power (o assess the level of plagiarism and recommend penalty(ies) accordingly.

iv.  The DAIP after investigation shall submit its report with the recommendation on penalties to be imposed to the
IAIP within a period of 45 days from the date of receipt of complaint / initiation of the proceedings.

11. Institutional Academic Integrity Panel (TALP)
i. HEIshall notify a IAIP whose composition shall be as given below:
4. Chairman - Pro-VC/Dean/Senior Academician of the HEL
b.  Member - Senior Academician other than Chairman, to be nominated by the Head of HEL
c.  Member - One member nominated by the Head of HEI from outside the HEI
d.  Member - A person well versed with anti-plagiarism tools, to be nominated by the Head of the HEIL,

The Chairman of DAIP and TAIP shall not be the same. The tenure of the Committee members including Chairman shall
be three years. The quorum for the meetings shall be 3 out of 4 members (including Chairman),

it. ~ The IAIP shall consider the recommendations of DAIP.

iii. The IAIP shall also investigate cases of plagiarism as per the provisions mentioned in these rcgulations.
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iv.  The TAIP shall follow the principles of natural Justice while deciding about the allegation of plagiarism
against the student, faculty, researcher and staff of HEL

v.  The TAIP shall have the power to review the recommendations of DAIP including penalties with due
justification.

vi.  The IAIP shall send the report after investigation and the recommendation on penalties to be imposed to
the Head of the HEI within a period of 45 days from the dale of receipt of recommendation of DAIP/
complaint / initiation of the proceedings.

vii.  The IAIP shail provide a copy of the report to the person(s) against whom inquiry report is submitted.
12, Penalties

Penalties in the cases of plagiarism shall be imposed on students pursuing studies at the level of Masters and Research
programs and on researcher, faculty & staff of the HEI only after academic misconduct on the part of the individual has
been established without doubt, when all avenues of appeal have been exhausted and individual in question has been
provided enough opportunity to defend himself or herself in a fair or transparent manner.

12.1 Penalties in case of plagiarism in submission of thesis and dissertations
Institutional Academic Integrity Panel (TAIP) shall impose penalty considering the severity of the Plagiarism.
i.  Level 0: Similarities upto 109 - Minor Similarities, no penalty.

il.  Level 1: Similarities above 10% to 40% - Such student shall be asked to submit a revised seript within a
stipulated time perjod not exceeding 6 months.

fii.  Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60% - Such student shall be debarred from submitting a revised script fora
period of one year,

iv.  Level 3: Similarities above 60% -Such student registration for that programme shall be cancelled.

Note 1: Penalty on repeated plagiarism- Such student shall be punished for the plagiarism of one level higher than the

previcus level committed by him/her. In case where plagiarism of highest level is committed then the punishment for the
same shall be operative.

Note 2: Penalty in case where the degree/eredit has already been obtained - If plagiarism is proved on a date later
than the date of award of degree or credit as the case may be then his/her degree or credit shall be put in abeyance for a
period recommended by the IAIP and approved by the Head of the Institution,

12.2 Penaltics in case of plagiarism in academic and rescarch publications
1. Level 0: Similarities up to 10% - Minor similarities, no penalty.
O.  Level 1: Similarities above 10% to 40%
i)  Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript.
I0.  Level 2: Similaritics above 40% to 60%
)  Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript.
ii}  Shall be denied a rght to one annual increment.

iif}  Shall not be allowed to be a supervisor to any new Master’s, M.Phil.,, Ph.D. Student/scholar for a petiod
of two years.

IV. Level 3: Similarities above 60%
i) Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript.
ii}  Shall be denied a right to two successive annual increments.

i)  Shall not be allowed to be a supervisor to any new Master's, M.Phil., Ph.D. Student/scholar for a period
of three years.

Note 1: Penalty on repeated plagiarism - Shall be asked to withdraw manuscript and shall be punished for the
plagiarism of one level higher than the lower level committed by him/her. In case where plagiarism of highest level is
commilted then the punishment for the same shall be operative, In case level 3 offence is repeated then the disciplinary
action including suspension/termination as per service rules shall be taken by the HEL

Note 2: Penalty in case where the benefit or credit has already been obtained - If plagiarism is proved on a date later
than the date of berefit or credit obtained as the case may be then his/her benefit or credit shall be put in abeyance for a
period recommended by IAIP and approved by the Head of the Institution.
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Note 3: HEIs shall create a mechanism so as to ensure that each of the paper publication/thesis/dissertation by the
student, faculty, researcheror staff of the HEI is checked for plagiarism at the time of forwarding/submission.

Note 4: If there is apy complaint of plagiarism against the Head of an HEI, a suitable action, in line with these
regulations, shall be taken by the Controlling Autherity of the HEL

Note 5: If there is any complaint of plagiarism against the Head of Department/Authorities at the institutional level, a
suitable action, in line with these regulations, shall be recommended by the TAIP and approved by the Competent
Authority.

Note 6: If there is any complaint of plagiarism against any member of DAIP or IAIP, then such member shall excuse
himself / herself from the meeting(s) where his/her case is being discussed/investigated.

13. Removal of Difficulty

UGC reserves the right to remove difficulty/difficulties in the course of implementations of these Regulations in
consultation with the Government of India/ Ministry of Human Resource Development.

Prof. RAJNISH JAIN, Secy.
[ADVT.-II/4/Exty.f161/18]

RAKESH Dty tanedty
SUKUL Date: 20180731 224434
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BEFORE THE HON’BLE WEST BENGAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Letter of Authorization

Second Appeal under Section 19 (3) RT! Act 2005 against denial of information vide
letter No. 48(1)/KU/RTI/22/S - 298 dated 14/09/22 by SPIO, University of Kalyani

IN THE MATTER OF:-

Dr Mouri Ghosh (appellant/ RTI applicant)
Vs,

Dr Indrani Karar (respondent)

Deputy Registrar and SPIO, University of Kalyani

I, Dr Mouri Ghosh, unmartied daughter of Dr Dharani Kanta Ghosh and Dr Tripti Das,
currently employed as Teaching Faculty at WBNUIS, Kolkata, resident of Prantik,
Pearabagan Road, Chinsurah, Hooghly, PIN - 712103, West Bengal am the appellant/
RTI applicant in the above referenced Second Appeal, hereby solemnly affirm and
authorize my elder brother and legal guardian, Dr Gairik Ghosh, medical practitioner
{Orthopaedic Surgeon) residing in the same premises as mine to act on my behalf as
my authorized representative (A/R) to argue in the instant case. | further respectfully
submit that because | am unmarried daughter of my elderly parents, my brother as
my legal guardian has voluntarily agreed to represent me in this case in my quest of
justice.

Most respectfully,

Mawul
241022
Dr Mouri Ghosh
ol a,&lﬁkét

sl i
{ f? 21)19/21-
Dr Gairik Ghosh (elder brother of RTI Applicant/ Appellant)

" DR. GAIRIK GHOSH
M.S. (Ortho.), MRGS {UK)
Qrthopaedic Surgeon
WBMGC Reg. No-- 55549
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WEST BENGAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Khadya Bhaban

11A, Mirza Ghalib Street
Kolkata-700 087

Phone No. (033)2252-0509
& (033)2252-0501
Website: www.wbic.wb.gov.in
E-mail: scic-wbh@nic.in

RTI Applicant :Dr. Mouri Ghosh

Public Authority : University of Kalyani

Date of RT! Application : 17.06.2022, 23.09.2022
Date of 15 Appeal : 25.08.2022, 04.11.2022

Date of 2" Appeal :21.10.2022, 11.01.2023
Date of hearing : 17.03.2025

(Appeal No. 102722 of 2025 &100043 of 2025 under the Right to Information Act,
2005)

Appellant ; Dr. Mouri Ghosh

SPIO : SPIO, University of Kalyani

Facts on Record & Findings :

The SPIO of the case is present for the hearing in virtual mode while the

appellant is present for hearing physically.

2. There are two second appeal cases of the appellant namely Appeal No. 102722
of 2025 (Date of RTI Application 17.06.2024) and Appeal No. 100043 of 2025 (Date of
RTI application 23.09.2022). Since both of these RTI applications are based on the

same/ similar matter, the two are being taken up together for hearing accordingly.




Appeal No. 102722 of 2025 (RTI Application Dated 17.06.2022)

3. There are four queries in this RTI application. From the case record and as
submitted by the SPIO, it appears that so far no information has been furnished to the
appellant. A perusal of the RTI application indicates that the appellant in Query Nos.1
& 2 wanted the status of complaint she had filed on the allegation of plagiarism by one
Professor Gautam Paul by taking her PhD thesis to obtain DSc Degree from the Kalyani
University. Query No. 2 seeks subsequent procedure etc. but Queries 1 & 2 seek the
same response i.e. present status of the complaint and progress made on enquiry, if
any. The other two queries are factual in nature i.e. date of award of DSc to Professor
Goutam Paul and whether his DSc thesis has been submitted on portal “Shodh Ganga

e-repository”.

4, The SPIO submitted that these are personal information of a third party and
hence protected under the RTI Act, 2005. However, this is not personal information of
third party but seeking action taken on the complaint filed against this individual
specifically by the appellant herself and therefore under the provisions of the RTI Act,
no such exemption can be given and status of the complaint and other factual
information as noted hereinabove has to be furnished to the appellant. A time of eight
weeks is given to the SPIO to furnish requisite information to the appellant under
intimation tfo the Commission. The matter will be taken up after eight weeks or

submission of compliance report by the SPIO, whichever is earlier.




Appeal No.100043 of 2025 (RTI application Dated 23.09.2022)

5. The appeliant filed an RTl application on 23.09.2022 seeking information on
eleven number of queries. The SPIO, by a reply Dated 23.12.2022, informed the
appellant that the information sought cannot be given as the matter on which she had
filed RT1 application is sub-judice in the Hon’ble High Court, Calcutta. Dissatisfied, the
appellant filed first appeal before the First Appellate Authority on 04.11.2022 and

second appeal before the Commission on 11.01.2023.

6. On being asked, the SPIO informed that there is no specific order from the
Hon’ble High court, Calcutta for not furnishing information to the appellant and therefore
the plea of the issue on which the RTI application was filed being sub-judice is not
tenable as under section 8 (1) (b) of the RTI Act, 2005, unless expressly prohibited by a
court of law, there is no exemption provided from furnishing information if it is in
accordance with provisions of RTI Act and not exempted under any other provision of
the RTI Act, 2005. It therefore appears that 60 information has been furnished to the

appellant in this matter.

7. A perusal of the RTI Application indicates that the subject matter on which this
RTI application has been filed is closely related to the RTI application Dated 17.06.2022
in seeking status of action taken on a complaint the appellant had filed before Kalyani
University regarding alleged plagiarism of her PhD thesis by one Professor Gautam
Paul for obtaining his DSc degree from the said university. Query Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8 & 10

seek factual information regarding Rules and Regulations, Constitution of Sundry




Committees and other factual information which are not personal information relating to
any individual but are public information and the same therefore need to be furnished to

the appellant.

8 However, the other queries specifically seek details of processing of the
appellant’s allegation vis-a-vis DSc awarded to Professor Gautam Paul and disclosure
of such information including handling of Dr. Paul's thesis etc. would amount to
furnishing third party information unless it has already been accepted by the university
that the alleged plagiarism was carried out and in that case it will no longer be deemed
to be third party information. However, the university authority has yet to decide on the
complaint as no status has so far been furnished to the appellant. Be that as it may, the
SPIO shall furnish requisite information on Query Nos. 3, 6, 7, 8 and 10 to the appellant
within next eight weeks and inform the Commission compliance of the same. The
matter will be taken up along with the previous second appeal case No. 102722 of 2025
after expiry of eight weeks or receipt of compliance report from the SPIO whichever is

earlier.

0. Let authenticated copies of the order be forwarded to all concerned.

Date : 17.03.2025

Yoo

(Naveen Prakash)
State Information Commissioner
West Bengal




No. 1872 - WBIC/RTI/A/102722/541/2025 Date: 17.03.2025
1873 - WBIC/RTI/A/100043/542/2025

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:—

1. The State Public Information Officer, University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia - 741235

2. The First Appellate Authority, University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia - 741235.

Tamoghna Roy, Upper Division Assistant, West Bengal Information Commission, 11A,
Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata — 700 087.

L2

4, DR MOURI GHOSH, C/o - Dr. Gairik Ghosh, Prantik, Pearabagan Road (Behind Co-
Operative Godown), Chinsurah, Dist. — Hooghly, 712103, West Bengal, HOOGHLY,
712103

qQ 75
Law Officer & Joint Registrar
West Bengal Information Commission
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Deputy Registrar

erel [ Jpjversity of Kalyani

@E% Kalyani, Nadia

e ] West Bengal —

741 235

No. 52(ii)/KU/RT1/22/25 } S-196

To

Dr. Mouri Ghosh

Prantik, Pearabagan Road,
Chinsurah, Hooghly,

Pin - 712103.

Lirkeep o

KALYANI, NADIA, 741235, WEST BENGAL
Ph. 033-2582 8750, 033-2582 8378 (O)[Ext. 236]
Fax: 00-91-33-2582-2505

E-mail: deputyregistrar@klyuniv.ac.in

Web: www.klyuniv.ac.in

Dated: 21.03.2025

——

<9

- Sub: Information under R.T.1. Act, 2005.

Ref. No. 1620-WBIC/RTI/A/102722/541/2025 dated 06.03.2025 of West Bengal Information Commission.

R.T.I. Applicant: Dr. Mouri Ghosh
Public Authority: - Kalyani University .
Date of R.T.I. Application: 17.06.2022

Date of 1% Appeal: 25.08.2022

Date of Hearing: 17.03.2025

Madam,

With reference to the above, this is to inform you the following in sequences:

1. No informatio.riéavailable.
3. 21.01.2016.
4. (a) Does not require.
(b) Not applicable.
This is for your kind information.

Thanking vou.

SX‘
Mw /
The Section Officer (\%\'L)\

West Bengal Information Commission
11A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Khadya'BhawarB‘
Kolkata — 700087.

Co

}; \
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R / Contents Nof Verified
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Yours smcerely,

4

Dy. Registrar
&
S.P.I.O., Kalyani University.

94\0#\%7K

Dy. Registrar
&
S.P.I.O., Kalyani University.

S. PUE 0. & r'eputy Registrag

niv '\rm*v of Ka! ‘a
K"Uum 5 o
VVL\




Email https://email.gov.in/h/printmessage?id=C:-152094&tz=Asia/Kolkata&xim=1

Email State Chief Information Commissioner West Bengal

Hearing on 07-08-2025

From : State Chief Information Commissioner West Bengal Fri, Aug 01, 2025 07:21 PM
<scic-wb@nic.in>

Subject : Hearing on 07-08-2025

To : vc kalyani <vc_kalyani@klyuniv.ac.in>,
kuhelpdesk@klyuniv.ac.in

Cc : gairikghoshghosh <gairikghoshghosh@gmail.com>

21 attachment

Please find the attachment, for further details visit our website

West Bengal Information Commission

== WBIC-RTI-A-102722-541-2025 HN.pdf
16 KB

1of1 01-08-2025, 19:22



WEST BENGAL INFORMATION COMMISSION
Khadya Bhavan, 11A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata ~ 700 087
Phone No. (033) 2252 0509, 2252 0501
Website : www.wbic.gov.in ; e-mail : scic-wb@nic.in

Appeal No. 102722 (A) of 2025 (N) / 3845(A) of 2022 (O) & 100043 (A) of 2025 (N)
/ 140 (A) of 2023 (O) under the Right to Information Act, 2005.

RTI Applicant : Dr. Mouri Ghosh
SPIO : The Deputy Registrar & SPIO, University of
Kalyani (Satyam Baidya, LO)
1st Appellate Authority : The First Appellate Authority, University
of Kalyani
Date of RTI ¢ 17.06.2022, 23.09.2022
Date of 1st Appeal : 25.08.2022, 04.11.2022

Date of 20d Appeal / complaint : 21.10.2022, 10.01.2023
before the Commission

Date of Previous Hearing : 17.03.2025
Date of Present Hearing : 07.08.2025
Present for hearing -

a) SP1IO : Absent

b) 1st Appellate Authority : Absent

¢) Applicant : InPerson

Ref: i) Hearing Notice No. 4602-WBIC/RTI/A/102722/541 /2025 Dated - 31.07.2025
i) Hearing Notice No. 4651-WBIC/RTI/ A/100043/542/2025 Dated - 04.08.2025
iif) Order No. 1872 & 1873 -WBIC/RTI/ A /102722 /541 & 100043 /5422025 d¢-17.03.2025

Facts on Records :

1. Dr. Mouri Ghosh, the appellant, vide her two RTI applications dated- 17.06.2022 &
23.09.2022 requested for the following information / documents from the SPIO,
University of Kalyani in ¢/w her complaint dated 27.01.2020 addressed to the Vice
Chancellor, Kalyani University regarding inquiry into allegations of plagiarism on part of
Prof. Dr Gautam Paul (Deptt. of Physiology) in his DSc thesis plagiarised from her earlier
PhD thesis, as per UGC (Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of plagiarism in
Higher Educational Institutions), Regulations, 2018. It is to be mentioned that in this
regard earlier the appellant submitted RTI applications dated 03.08.2019, 13.11.2020. In
response to the RTI application dated 03.08.2019, SPIO, Kalyani University sent reply to
the appellant vide memo no. 52/KU/RTI/19/5-2066 dated 24.10.2019 stating “ the



&

information and documents in Compact Disc containing the D.Sc. thesis of Prof.(Dr.)
Gautam Paul of Department of Physiology, University of Kalyani, as sought for in your

above referred letters, is annexed herewith”,

2. RTI application Dated 17.06.2022 [22d appeal n0.102722 of 2025)]
A) Dr. Mouri Ghosh, vide her application dated- 17.06.2022 requested for the following
information / documents from the SPIO, University of Kalyani:

i) The present status of my complaint and how far any progress has been made into
the inquiry.

i) (a) the subsequent sequential procedural steps to be taken by the University based
on my complaint and
(b) rules and regulations of the University, if any, concerning complaints of
plagiarism, so that I can myself prepare and comply likewise.

iii) The date on which the aforementioned Professor Dr Goutam Paul of Department of
Physiology, has been awarded DSc by the University based on his impugned
thesis.

iv) (a) whether the impugned DSc thesis of Dr Goutam Paul had been submitted to
INFLIBNET for upload to "Shodh Ganga e-repository" and
(b) the date of submission and/ or upload of the same.

B) SPIO, Kalyani University sent reply to the appellant vide memo no.
48/KU/RTI/22/S-263 dated 05/06.09.2022 stating “the process is running to collect
the information. So kindly bear with us.”

C) SPIO, Kalyani University sent another reply to the appellant vide memo no.
48(i)/ KU/RTI/22/5-298 dated 14.09.2022 stating “ since it is a 34 party case, as per
section 11 of RTI Act,2005, we seek the consent from the third party, but the third
party informed the undersigned not to disclose the information to other.”

D) Grounds for 2nd appeal are i) non-receipt of information ii) ulterior motive of the SPIO
iii) larger public interest is served by disclosing of information

E) Relief sought for by the appellant are i) direct SPIO to provide information u/s
19(8)(a), RTI Act,2005 ii) to grant compensation of Rs. Two Lakhs to compensate for
mental distress, agony and angst suffered by the appellant iii) to impose penalty Rs.
250 per day u/s 20(1), RTI Act,2005 iv) to recommend disciplinary action against SPIO
u/s 20(2),RTI Act,2005.



F) SPIO, Kalyani University sent another reply to the appellant vide memo no.
52(ii)/ KU/RTI/22/25/5-196 dated 21 & 24.03.2025

3. RTI application Dated 23.09.2022 [27d appeal no.100043 of 2025)]

A) Dr. Mouri Ghosh, vide her application dated- 23.09.2022 requested for the following
information / documents from the SPIO, University of Kalyani:

i)

vi)

Copy of minutes of meeting of pre-thesis submission seminar and viva-voce of Prof.
Goutam Paul's DSe. thesis as undertaken and recorded by this University.
Documents of action taken by this University to ascertain the originality of Prof
Goutam Paul's DSc. thesis before accepting it for the award of DSc.

Rules and Regulations of this University regarding research work.

Documents of procedure followed by the University from inception of Prof Goutam
Paul's DSc. thesis related research up to the acceptance of his thesis by the
University and until the award of Prof Goutam Paul's DSc thesis as per Rules and
Regulations of the University regarding research work.

All correspondence pertaining to the research work of Prof Goutam Paul in this
University related to his DSc thesis from inception till date.

Date on which institutional Repository to "include dissertation / thesis/paper/
publication and other in-house publications" has been created on the website of this

University as per Regulation 6 (h) of the said UGC Regulations.

vii) Date on which the DSc. thesis (2015) of Prof Goutam Paul has been uploaded on the

aforementioned institutional Repository of the website of this University.

viii) Date of constitution of "Departmental Academic Integrity Panel (DAIP)" in Deptt. of

ix)

x1i)

Physiology of this University as per Regulation 10 of the said UGC Regulations.

All documents including correspondence, minutes of meetings (including quorum),
file- notings, memoranda, notifications, recommendations, reports etc. related to the
investigation by DAIP of Deptt. of Physiology into my aforementioned plagiarism
complaint against Prof Goutam Paul till date.

Date of constitution of "Institutional Academic Integrity Panel (IAIP)" of this
University as per Regulation 11 of the said UGC Regulations.

All documents including correspondence, minutes of meetings (including quorum),

file- notings, memoranda, notifications, recommendations, reports etc. related to the



B)

C)

D)

E)

investigation by IAIP of this University into my aforementioned plagiarism
complaint against Prof Goutam Paul till date.
SPIO, Kalyani University sent reply to the appellant vide memo mno.
52/KU/RTI/22/5-359 dated 27/28.09.2022 stating “the process is running to collect
the information. So kindly bear with us.”
SPIO, Kalyani University sent another reply to the appellant vide memo no.
52(1)/KU/RTI/22/5-491 dated 23.12.2022 & 02.01.2023 stating “a court case regarding
Prof. Goutam Paul is subjudice in the Hon'ble High Court, Calcutta. So it is barred to
disclose the information as per RTI Act, 2005.”
Grounds for 2m appeal are i) non-receipt of information ii) ulterior motive of the SPIO
iif) larger public interest is served by disclosing of information.
Relief sought for by the appellant are i) direct SPIO to provide information u/s
19(8)(a), RTI Act,2005 ii) to grant compensation of Rs. Two Lakhs to compensate for
mental distress, agony and angst suffered by the appellant iii) to impose penalty Rs.
250 per day u/s 20(1), RTI Act,2005 iv) to recommend disciplinary action against SPIO
u/s 20(2),RTI Act,2005.

. On 17.03.2025, 13t hearing was held.

a.

b.

25

In the hearing of the appeal no. 102722 of 2025 the Commission asked the SPIO to
provide status of the complaint and other factual information within eight weeks.

In the hearing of the appeal no. 100043 of 2025 the Commission asked the SPIO to
furnish information on Query Nos. 3, 6, 7, 8 and 10 to the appellant within next eight

week.

5. SPIO, Kalyani University sent a reply to the appellant vide memo no. 52 (iii)/ KU/RTI/ 22-

dated 19.03.25 against the appeal no. 100043 of 2025.

Deliberations and Decision :

6. The appellant Dr. Mouri Ghosh is present along with her elder brother Dr. Garik Ghosh in

person.

7. The SPIO and Law Officer, University of Kalyani is absent. Dy. Registrar & the SPIO sent

an e-mail dated 6% August, 2025 vide memo no. 34/KU/RTI/25 dated 06.08.2025 wherein



it was mentioned that ‘due to some unavoidable circumstances, he is unable to attend the

hearing on the scheduled date’.

8. There are two RTI applications which are discussed as follows :-
i. RTT application Dated 17.06.2022 (2nd appeal no.102722 of 2025)-

It is seen that the appellant has been replied vide para 2 (F) above. It was pointed out
that the reply to the query no. (i) & (ii), the SPIO will further reply as the answer of the
query that no information is available, is ambiguous. Reply to the query (iii) & (iv) is
adequate. '

ii. RTIapplication Dated 23.09.2022 (2nd appeal n0.100043 of 2025)-
Now in the order vide para 5 above, the SPIO was asked to reply query no. 3, 6, 7, 8 &
10. The SPIO has not yet replied other queries except query no. 3. The SPIO is directed to

reply these queries.
9. Next date of hearing is fixed on the 23rd September, 2025 at 11.30 hrs.
Virendra {2 %’l I

State Chief Information Commissioner
West Bengal

No.: 4243 £ 4RYL-WBIC/RTI/A/102722/541 & 100043/542/2025 Date: 1y [08]2008
Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to : -

1. The Deputy Registrar & SPIO, University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia, Pin - 741 235,

2. Shri Satyam Baidya, Law Officer, University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia, Pin - 741 235.
3. The Appellate Authority, University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia, Pin - 741 235.

4. Dr. Mouri Ghosh, Prantik, Pearabagan Road (Behind Co-operative Godown), Chinsurah,

Dist. - Hooghly, Pin - 712 103.
%&‘f
Law Officer & Joint Registrar

West Bengal Information Commission



Email https://email.gov.in/h/printmessage?id=C:-156315&tz=Asia/Kolkata&xim=1

Email State Chief Information Commissioner West Bengal

HEARING ON 23-09-2025

From : State Chief Information Commissioner West Bengal Thu, Sep 11, 2025 04:06 PM
<scic-wb@nic.in>

Subject : HEARING ON 23-09-2025
To : registrar@klyuniv.ac.in
Cc : gairikghoshghosh <gairikghoshghosh@gmail.com>

22 attachments

Please find the attachment, for further details visit our website

West Bengal Information Commission

== WBIC-RTI-A-102722-541-2025 HN.pdf
16 KB

== WBIC-RTI-A-100043-542-2025 HN.pdf
16 KB

1of1 11-09-2025, 16:07



Ref.

WEST BENGAL INFORMATION COMMISSION
Khadya Bhavan, 11A, Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata - 700 087
} Phone No. (033) 2252 0509, 2252 0501
Website : www.wbic.gov.in ; e-mail : scic-wb@nic.in

Appeal No. 102722 (A) of 2025 (N) / 3845(A) of 2022 (O) & 100043 (A) of 2025 (N)
/ 140 (A) of 2023 (O) under the Right to Information Act, 2005.

RTI Applicant
SPIO

1st Appellate Authority

Date of RTI
Date of 1st Appeal

Date of 2nd Appeal / complaint :

before the Commission
Date of Previous Hearing
Date of Present Hearing

Present for hearing -

a) SPIO

b) 1st Appellate Authority
c) Applicant

¢ Dr. Mouri Ghosh
: Dr. Indrani Karar

Deputy Registrar & SPIO, University of
Kalyani (Sr. Satyam Baidya, Law Officer)

: Prof. Debangsu Ray

Registrar & First Appellate Authority,
University of Kalyani

: 17.06.2022, 23.09.2022
: 25.08.2022, 04.11.2022

21.10.2022, 10.01.2023

¢ 17.03.2025, 07.08.2025
: 23.09.2025

: Virtually
: Absent
: Virtually

: 1) Order No. 4843 & 4844 -WBIC/RTI/ A/102722/541 & 100043 /542,/2025 dt-14.08.25
i) Hearing Notice No. 4602-WBIC/RTI/ A /102722/541/2025 Dated - 31.07.2025

iii) Hearing Notice No. 4651-WBIC/RTI/ A/100043/542/2025 Dated - 04.08.2025

iv) Order No. 1872 & 1873 -WBIC/RTI/ A/102722/541 & 100043/542/2025

date - 17.03.2025

Facts on Records :

1. In pursuant fo the above referred WBIC order no. 4843 & 4844 -WBIC/RTI/ A /102722
/541 & 100043 /542/2025 dt-14.08.25 today the appeal is schedule for hearing.

2. On 07.08.2025, in the 2nd hearing, the SPIO was absent. |

The Commission ordered as following : -

i. RTI application Dated 17.06.2022 (2nd appeal no.102722 of 2025)-



It was pointed out that the reply to the query no. (i) & (ii) that no information is
available, is ambiguous. The SPIO was directed to further reply.

ii, RTI application Dated 23.09.2022 (2nd appeal no. 100043 of 2025)-

The SPIO was directed to reply query no. 3.

Deliberations and Decision :

3

4.
a)

b)

The Appellant along with her elder brother Dr. Gairik Ghosh is present virtually. The
SPIO along with the Law Officer is present virtually.

Regarding query no. (i) & (ii) vide para 2 (i) above,

The SPIO submitted that the University has not received any complaint from the
appellant. Therefore, it was replied that no information is available. However, the
appellant stated that the copy of the complaint has been delivered by India Post on the
3rd February, 2020 and again followed through e-mail on the 7% August, 2020 on the e-
mail ID of Vice Chancellor vcklyuniv@gmail.com. The SPIO stated that that the e-mail
ID of the Vice Chancellor is vc_kalyani@klyuniv.ac.in that referred by Sh. Ghosh is
incorrect.

It is seen that in the month of February the complainant was sent and after one month
i.e. in the month of March, 2020 the lock down was imposed because of Covid.

During the discussion, there was confusion regarding the complaint submitted by the
appellant to the University in February, 2020 and subsequently on e-mail in August,
2020. Whether it is available or not is the basis for deciding whether the appellant is
replied adequately by the SPIO as per para 4 above. In order to sort out the issue one
month time was given to the SPIO and directed to submit the reply in an affidavit

form.

Regarding query no. 3 vide para 2 (ii) above, The appellant has asked for the Rules &
Regulations of the University regarding research work. SPIO submitted that this is
available in the Website of Kalyani University (PhD Section).

Next date of hearing is fixed on 11.12.2025 at 11.30 hrs. This is regarding para 4 above.

v%ma"‘”%l fif e

State Chief Information Commissioner
West Bengal



No. : 5783 - WBIC/RTI/A/100043/542/2025 Date : 15/10/2025
5786 - WBIC/RTI/A/102722/541/2025

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to : -

1. Shri Indrani Karar, Deputy Registrar & SPIO, University of Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia, Pin -
741 235. |

2, Shri Prof. Debangsu Ray, Registrar & First Appellate Authority, University of Kalyani,
Kalyani, Nadia, Pin - 741 235.

3. Dr. Mouri Ghosh, Prantik, Pearabagan Road (Behind Co-operative Godown), Chinsurah,
Dist. - Hooghly, Pin - 712 103.
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Law Office ‘ oint Registrar
West Bengal Information Commission



Hearing on 11-12-2025 https://mail.mgovcloud.in/zm/?fromService=wp&wp Version=55ef3a57...

Hearing on 11-12-2025

State Chief Information Commissioner West Bengal < scic-wb@nic.in >
Mon, 17 Nov 2025 1:43:35 PM +0530

To "registrar"<registrar@klyuniv.ac.in>

Cc "gairikghoshghosh"<gairikghosh@gmail.com>,"mouri
ghosh"<mouri.ghosh@gmail.com>

Please find the attachment, for further details visit our website

West Bengal Information Commission
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